PART L HOUSING ACT
Feport of Director of Housin iy Construction. - The followmg general report
on the operations of the Department of Housing Construction up fo the 31st March,
1934, 19 uhmlttod by the Director of Jimwn‘“ Construction
“ Housing Survey. The housnw survey, required to be carried out
by focal authorities inder the Housi Sing hm‘w Act, 1935, and subsequent
extensions, has been completed ih most centres of population.  Up till
the date of writing this report 105 of the 119 wuthorities affected by the
Act have furnished the nes esgary returns to the ﬂ(p;‘l’rnom of Housing
Construetion.  The returns from ninetv towns have been analysed, and
the following brief summary mdicates the results—

“Total population of the vinety towns in question . .. 655,829
* Number of dwellings . . .. . . .. .. 163,429
* Nuinber of buildings used as dwellings which are unsatisfactory but
reparable .. .. o 21,697
“ NMumber of buildings uotal]y unsatistac tmy . . 3,653
“ Number of dwelling nmits 1 which equipment is (mly p(ntly satis-
factory .. .. .. .. .. .. .o 16,174
“ Number of dwelling units in which the equipment is totally un-
satistactory . 13,891
“ Number of houses at 1)1csen’r plo\ 1<lm<v accommodation helow the
minimun standard .. .. 20,260
“ Number of surplus persons accommod: tod in these houses .. D0,6R6

© Purchase of Land.—-Land for housing schemes was purchased in
‘n\"f-m;y--:‘\hruo fowns during the vear. A number of the properties acquired
have 1o be developed by the Department. and the provision of the
necessary services nvolves o considerable amount of engineering.

Lveciion of Houses. - st tenders accepted for the ercction of
houses were those for fiftv-two dwellings att Miramar on the 4th March,
1937, By the 31st March, 1938, tenders had been advertised for 3, 172
houses.  These houses were divided up into 643 different contracts and
are located m seventy different towns.

“Tenders had (uh.ﬁi‘a been accepted for 2,507 houses at the 3lst
March, 1938, and 1,955 honses were either (mnpln’r(»d or in some stage of
construction. At the cud of the finanein] vear operations had a‘cu.la‘.lly
been commenced m fifev-t T
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“Type of (_Jm’zvi’rraf’w/iw —AH the houses i the inatial contracts were
of wood-frame construction Approx imately two-thirds having external walls
of brick vencer, while one-third were fimished with weatherboards. A
proportion of the brick-vencer homses have u plaster finish.  In addition
to these types of construction, a mnmber of houses have been erected in
Je- and double-wall comerete.  The ercotion of concrete houses was
estricted to those aves
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* Blamenation of Poles-—In all the Department’s schemes, and par-
ticularly in those areas which are being subdivided and developed by
the Hmunm*n\, every offort is being made to climinate unsightly and
daﬂfwum poles.
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