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INTRODUCTORY.

Since the presentation of the last annual report the Bureau of Industry has continued to expund
its activities under the Industrial Efficiency Act, 1936, by which the Bureau is counstituted and its
dufies and functions defined. At the present time there are a large number of problems being
considered and investigated by the Bureau, all of which affect to a greater or lessor degree the
i'l dustrial development and organization of the Dominion.  One of the most important matters completed
by the Burean during the year was the successful preparation of an industrial plan for the pharmacy
industry.  An Industrial Committee has been set up to administer the plan, and it is anticipated that
widespread benefits to pharmacists and consumers alike will result from the operation of the plan.
Through its powers to administer the licensing provisions of the Industrial Efficency Act the Bureau
has heen able to exercise a beneficial measure of control over a number of important industries. The
Burcau has many activities, however, besides industrial planning and licensing, and one of the most
important of these is in the direction of making recommendations to the Government upon important
economic problems. Among these latter, dunno the year under review, was the question of the
additional tariff protection gmnted by the Government to certain domestic industries. The Bureau
has a number of important investigations under way at present, and it is hoped that these inquiries
will regult in the setting-up of new industries and the further development of industry in the Dominion.
Because of their nature and importance, however, it is possible that, in regard to a number of these
proposals, the completlon of the investigations will oceupy some time.

A brief review of the activities of the Bureau as far as they concern the more important work
carried out during the past twelve months 1s now given.

MEETINGS HELD: WORK O0F COMMITTEES.

During the twelve months ended 30th April, 1938, forty-four mectings of the Bureau were held.
In order to facilitate and expedite consideration of the wide range of matters coming before the
Bureau, committees are usually appointed to investigate the various problems and to bring them to a
final stage. There arc over thirty such committees, and these consist of appropriate members of the
Bureau and technical officers of the various Departments of State dircetly concerned in the subject
under consideration. Most of these committees meet fairly frequently, and during the year the total
number of meetings held by all committees was approximately two hundred and thirty. 1t will be
seen, therefore, that the Burcau is actively engaged in the very responsible work with which it is
charged.

LICENSING.

The powers of licensing given by the lndustualﬂﬁicwncv Act are designed to secure greater efficiency
in any industry, to the benefit of both consumer and producm by regulating the entrance of new units
into the industry concerned in accordance with economic conside 'ations, and so preventing the
establishment of redundant units. This does not mean a maintenance of the stalus gquo, as the
governing aim of the Bureau in its administration of the licensing provisions is to ensure a maximum
measture of service to the consumer.

The question of whether or not any industry is brought within the licensing provisions of the Act
is entirely at the discretion of the Hon. the Minister of Industries and Commerce. * The Hon. Minister,
however, as a general rule, follows a policy of referring all applications for the invocation of the
licensing provisions to the Bureau of Industry for consideration and report before giving his decision.
Althouoh the Bureau has considered a number of such applications from industries and individuals
demmg the protection which licensing affords, there have been only two of these granted during the
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