43 H. 29,

Y Swreey of the Position regard g the Production of Ldguid 3k Because the production of
liquid milk for use in homes and sehools s a matter of national inportance about whiel the knowledge
s incomplete in important respects, an Investigation of the positton has been undertaken in the
tervitory hetween Wellington and Palmerston North and adjaeent to these centres. The investigation
1s designed to cover thoroughly the economics of milk-production, and the objective s not only to
give accurate information about the present cost of prodaction. hot wlso to tndicate the major factors
responsible for inter-farm variations in the cost of production and theceby possibly to point the way
to betterment of the nilk-producing industry. Specific matters which are heing given attention relate
to systems of feeding and provision of feed. hevd-maintenance, pasture utilization and maintenance.
distribution of calving=dates, types of soils, intluence upon cost of wize of herd. and of average annuad
herd-production of butterfat

The greater part of the field-work necessary has already been carvied out it has involved
obtaining data from approximately three hundved favmerss and in this it is evatifyving to record that
there has been extenstve and useful collaboration of the farmers conearned with the officers carryving
out the survey of the po\mon ’

Hill-country Sheep-farming.  Probablv the most momentous hadoutilization  problems of the
Dominion are those that are associated with the eflicient niilization of hiil country devoted dominantly
to sheep-furming.  From tlnw to time during the vear as u])lmmmn\ offered attention has been given
to these problems with the ultinate object of l}u“l A progrannine ol iuvestigation designed (o
supply information about the cconomics of various y]w of furm practice and farm-management that
arce being or might be adopted on hill-country sheep-farms. 16 18 considered that in this Investigation
close co-operation of the reseavch workers with the l(nminj_;' and husiness terests, co-operation
analogous to that obtaining 1 the Hawke’s Bay farming survey. would be most valnable.

Youxa Faraunrs’ Cnvns,

Detinite progress has been made during the past year. Thix i indicated by additional clubs and
nereased momlw rship, and also by the type of work and the activities that have been suceessfully
carried out hy clubs, district committees, and the organization j_unm allv,

At the commencement of the period under review theve were 122 clubs i the Donunion, with
total membewship of approximately 3,000 Of thie clubs. 60 were sibuated du the South Island and
62 in the North Istand. To date there are [30 chdic i the Dominion, comprizing 67 in the South
Island and 83 in the North Island. The total membership is now approximately LO00. The average
membership per elub is slightly below 27+ the membership. of conrse. viries, » wamber of elubs having
only from 12 to 20 members, while the greater majority have round about 30 members, and o few
between 40 and 50,

With respect o future orwanization, it is not expected that many more clubs will be formed
the Nouth Lsiand.  There is still & certain amount of s ope 1 the w esterin and castern southland areas.
Otago and Canterbury would appear to have almost reached satuvation point. mt‘mu“h it s J)()\'\‘ll)l(‘ that
a few more clubs may be formed @ the same applies to the Nelson and Marlborough distvicts. So far no
start has been made in Westland, but it ix possible. with the wppointnent of a fields officer at
Greymouth, that one or two will he forned. In the North J,sl.md. Manawatu, Walrarapa, South
Paran: aki, Poverty Bay, Bay of Plenty. and Rotorua districts arve well organized.  Additional clubs
lave heen Tormed in the Wanganui avea. and hefore long the position there should be very satisfactory
it is anticipated that chibs will also be formed in the Hastings distrier. The position in the Te Kuin
district has steadily improved. and considering the <l|s*a|nhhe\ m the Novth \m kland areas the work
of organization is proceeding satisfactorily.  New Clubs have been Formed in the Waikato. The
Auckland district appears to be staguating, there being only one elub i the whole area, while in
North Taranaki ovganization is apparently at o sta nelstiil, fhere being only two clubs, which were

formed nearly two years ago.
(Ml Wm/h The tvpe of work fiat i been undertaken and carvied out in the clubs generally

has shown o marked improvemens doring the year.  While this i, in the vini more evident in the
older cliths whose experience has taken them hevond the stage where their members are mere audiences
ab lectures, many ol the vounger clubs are <'(>m|wtin~ with those longer established, and are 1n most

cases holding their own. — This is particulariy noticeable in localitios where strong district committees
are funetioning and ass<isting the elubs to carry out the aims and objects of the movement, The
district committees form the keyv to the progress of the whole organization : they can aet as the

hackground to the work of the district secretaries among the elubs: thev can help clubs by muking

suggestions for their programmes 1 and they ean stimulate interext by arranging intec-chib visits and
district activities.  New clubs formed o districts where o <trong committee is functioning have the
advantage of district organization and get into thetr stride far quicker than i digeriets where the
committee is not very active o where no comniittee has beew vet set up.

Agriculiural and  Bducationad Weeks. Regarding district activities, the outstanding event has
been the Agricultural Week held in Painerston Norgh laxt Julv, which was attended by approximately

three handred club nmembers. This activity was carried out by the Manawatn District Committee,
the Toeal oficers of the Fields Division being particularly  promivent i the organization.  The
attendance was representative of forty-four clubs. b of them (\\'iﬂ the v\'t-vptiun of Kaitar) being
within the Wellington Fields Mlp(tﬂhhﬂ(lﬂll soarea.  Agrieulbural weeks were also wu((,\xlull\ held
in Nebwn (nt the Nelson College, with an attendance of about fifty members) and qu “ntml)m., (at
Lineoln College, the attendance being about seventy) }mth of these were organtzed and carried out
by the toeal Fields Division oflicer, with the assistance of the district committee concerned. An
Febeatiom Week for Yonne Farmvers was also held in Dunedin duving Auzuet, 1000 Y F.C0 members
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