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The following matters relative to fand uiilization have been studied dnring the vear:

(1) A comprebensive land-utilization survey in Hawke's Bay.

(2) An examination of the position relative 1o tho culture and the role of sabterranean
clover b Canterbury and the dvier parts of Otaco.

(3) A study ol the farming and of the social and cconomic factors affecting the farming
of Chathan Islands

(4) A study of the cconomies of liquid-milk production in the region between Wellington
and Palmerston North and adjacent to these urban cengres.

(1) Lamd-ulitization Swrcey in Heawloe's Bay.—During the sear under review the land-utilization
sirvey in Hawke's Bay has been continued aceording to plan in that proeress bas been made
approximately to the extent and along the Tines that were expected. The survey cinhraces a spudy
of the natural resources on which the farming of Hawke's Bay is hased and a consideration of th
economic and social conditions H 2t hear upon fand utilization,

The major endeavour of the Department of Mevicalture consists of o <urvey of o v)hl(ﬂ((' ol
farm management which s hei thy careied cutl in close association with the soil- survey and  pasture
survey fhat e being undertaken by the l)“]nmmelll of Reientific and Industrial Ruw«mll

In acddition. consideralh le };1(||m]n(.‘z‘\' attention hax been given to 1he public utilities and social
services of Hawke's Bav that bear direetiv upon its farming. [0 fhis the <'<)~()]1<*1‘;11i(m of both the
urban and the rural communities has heen freely songht and generously siven.  Ax evidence of this,
a wel-attended repesentative meeting of delegates of public bodies held at Huwstings on the 16ih March
decided (i) that the public hodies would provide data ws requested for we in the survev, and (H) that
they would make o contribution of £400 towards the cost of publishing the report on the bind-
utilization servey,  These decisions are tanvible evidenee of the viewpeint of the Hawke's Bay
community in respect to the work.

The work s far from completed, bt in due time o fell and eonyg prehensive veport will he issued,

(2) The Position yegurding Sublerraneds Clover in Camterbisey aud the Drier Districts ol Olago,—-
Correlated with the greatly increased attention to and nse of subterrancan <|m er during recent vears
in the castern part of the Sonth Island there has been a considerable lack of exact I\nm\‘ledo‘t* hased
on field experience axs to the culture and the role of subtorrancan clover in fhe farming of the region
specified. Largely hecause of this lick of knowledee there hax heon mueh variation in the culture anid
utihzation of subterranean clover in the region.

With the ohject of obtaining an indication of the relative worth of different vractices, detailed
information about the culture and utthization of subterrancan clover was collocted [‘mm 179 Mouth
Island farms during the tatter pat of 19370 The location of these farns wax: 23 i 1 Canterbury
north of the Waimakariri River, 28 between the Waimakariyi River and the Halkaia l\.\vr* 42 between
the Rakaia River and the "‘mt‘n.lt v River, 10000 Canterbury south of the Rangitata River., 29 in
North, 17 in Central Otago.

In rare iustances the arveas of subterrancan clover which came under consideration woere
nine years to ten years old, but almost all were sown during the last three veas, approximately
70 per' w»nt. heing in theiv fitst year, 17 per cent. i their sccond year, and 13 per cent. over
two years old.

H 18 fel‘( that dependuble conclusions could not be based on the infornation ohtainable during
one visit to the arcas being ~:|’1<he(l particularly when such a large wmmber of them are i their infancy,
and henee it is planned o visit most, if not all, of the arcas at least once again later o1, 1t being expected
that their behaviour in the jnterval will prove enlightening,

(B3) A Stedy of the Farm! g cod of the Social and Eeopomic Faciors ffecting Farmivg (v Chatham
Islonds. —A somewhat general study of the fomming position in Chatham Tsdands was carried out
Among the main facts disclosed hy this study are ;-

() There is at ])w.wnf a trend of population away from Chatham Islands e, in 1937 the
passengers by sea from Chatham Islands ex cceeded by forty-five the mward passengers,

(h) In cssential .«\'p((ts the climate d])])]m\ll]thP% that of the North Island rain-forest
districts.  Heoce, climatically, Chatham Islands is quite suitable for Loth sheep-
faerimg and dairving,

(¢) The ceonomics of farming in Chatham Islands are baxically affected by the remoteness
of markets for farm |deuu\ and for {nrm stores and requisites.

(d) Having due |<-”‘1m to the farm economy of Chatham Islands ax a whole, a compact
block of IH.000 acres to 20,000 acres in the vicinity of Wairtangi and e One could
;ul\';mtagmu.\'ly be devoted to dairying at least to a considerable extent. and cortainly
o an extent sufficient to give the supply of butterfat needed by a butter-factory of
an output laige cnough to allow of cconomical manufacturing costs.

(¢) Sheep-farming, which is casily the most important phase of farming on Chatham Istands.
shows a general upward trend in the numbers of breeding-cwes, lumbs tailed, and
total sheep.

In the five-year period, 1932 36 inclusive, the number of lambs tailed annually
for every 100 hreeding-cwes win 72:9 1 the corresponding tigures were for the whole
of New Zealand 8280 and for the North Island R75 Lo tailed annually per
Y00 breeding-cwes

{f) Chatham Tslands offer mlmdemblu scope for advisory and investigational work designed
to raise the standard of its farming to bring i into line with the plane of efficiency
of the farming of New Zealand,
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