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REPORT OF THE PRISONS BOARD

For THE YEAR EXDED 31sT DECEMBER, 1937,
Tur Board has to report that during the year it visited each of the prisons, prison camps, and
Borstal institutions in the Dominion. Tt dealt with a total of 987 cases at fourteen meetings held in
Wellington and at the various institutions.
The following summary gives details of the cases considered and the decisions arrived at :—

Cases dealt with. | Bourd’s Decisions.
Persons undergoing Borstal detention .. 283 © Recommended for release on probation .. 169
Porsons sentenced to reformative detention 291 . Deferred for further consideration .48y
Persons sentenced to hard labour. . .. 315 | Petitions declined .. . .20
Habitual eriminals . .. .. 64 ' Recommended for discharge .. 20
Habitual offenders . .. .. I | Discharged from probation . oo 12
Habitual criminals for remission of head i Recommended remission of head sentence .. 2
sentence . . .. .. 3 | Modification of terms of probation . 5
Probationers under Crimes Amendment Act 12 I
Probationers under Offenders Probation Act 18 !
987 OR7

The statistics when compared with those of former reports show that the operations of the
Board for 1937 have been attended with satisfactory results.

During the year under review, 987 cases were considered by the Board, as compared with
1,322 in the previous year. The 1937 figures of cases considered are the lowest recorded since 1921,
and are a definite reflection of the steady decline in the prison population in recent years.

From year to year the percentage of successes—i.e., the offenders who ““ make good ”-—remainy
fairly constant. The results, however, having regard to the nature of the material dealt with, are
more satisfactory.
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