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APPLICATION 0¥ THE PRINCIPLES 03 THE UOVENANT,

In accordance with the decision taken at the preceding nrivate meeting, the representative of
Chile was called to the Council table. The Council was required to consider the importance of
obtaining, as occasion offered, such observations aud suggestions as States non-members and States
which had announced their withdrawal from the L might see fit to put forward in regard to the
application of the principles of the Covenant. This is our old friend the universality of the League
of Nations in another guise, a matter on which represcntatives of Chile have been prominent in debate
in the Assembly, the Council, and the Cormittee of Twenty-cight.  The representative of Chile spoke,
and he was followed by the representative of Peru. o their speeches I refer you. T do not think
that there is anything new to be said on the subject.  Questions of high policy are involved, and there
is a cleavage of opinion. The Committee of Twenty-eight was duc to meet in two days, and ne useful
purpose could have been served by prolonging discussion in the Council.  The vepresentative of Peru
proposed that action should be postponed until the May session of the Couneil, since, in his cwn words,
“We ghall see more clearly and our views will be more definite as to how all the pariies concerned
conceive this recasting of the Covenant, whicl scems caloulated to modify the v"ery spirit of the
League.”  The Council agreed to this proposal.

At a private meeting of the Council held on the 3lst January the Secrebary-treneral referved to an
appeal which had in a previous session been hrought nnder the Couneil’s notice by certain former menbers
of the Secretariat who had been stationed in the Baar.  The appeal was for « reconsideration of the grants
which had been made to them after they bad severed their ¢ 1o with the League, a severance
due to the result of the plebiscite and the reccoupution of ( wy. The
represevtatives of France, Sweden, and the Union of Soviet Socialist i of the
Council’s taking action which would arvive at a more satistfactory solution, wherenpon the Secrotar
(eneral stated that as soon as he bad obtained all the information he required he would place proposals
before the Council.

The Couneil met for the last time on the 2ud Februavy, fivat 1n private and afterwards in publie,
to consider the Appeal of the Chinese Government.  Exception was taken by some members of the
Council at the methods which had beenadopted 1n examining this item of the agenda, and their grievances
were ventilated at the private meeting. During the earlier part of the session the subject had not
come up for formal discussion by the Council, nor had the erdinary procedure been adopted—i.e., no
Rapporteur had been appointed, nor had the matter been refersed to a committee of the Council.
Nevertheless, there had been consultations in which the representatives of the United Kingdom, Hrauce,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and of Clina herself had taken part, and the Council was faced,
at short notice, with a draft resclution which the franiers swparently hoped would meet the sibuation.
It was eventually passed by the Council with two abstentions, and L guote 1t for convenience of
reference :—

“ The Council—
“ Having taken into consideration the sibuation in the Hav Hast,
“ Notes with regret that hostilities in China continue and have been intensified since the
last meeting of the Council,
“ Deplores this deterioration in the situation the move in view of the efforts und
.
;

achievements of the National Government of China in her political and economic resonstruction,

“ Recalls that the Assembly, by ibts Resoiution of October 6th, 1937, has exnre
moral support for China and has recommended that mewmbers of the League should velrain
from taking any action which might have the cffect of wealening China’s power of vesisinuce
and thus of increaseng her difficultios in the present confliet, and should also considor how fa
they can individually extend aid to China,

“ (alls the most serious attention of the members of the Leagoe to the terms of the above
mentioned resolution,

“Is confident that those States vepresented on ther Council for whow the sibuation is of
special interest will lese no oppostunity of examining, in consultation with other similarly

{

interested Powers, the feasibility of any farther steps which raay coutribuie to a j;.u;t;
settlement of the conflict in the Far Hast.”

Now, as I have observed before, there had heen vonsiderable criticisn on the methods adopted for
discussing the question outside the Council chamber, and soe organs of the press had beeir somewhat
outspoken. The spokesnien of the States represented on the Counel for whom, in fhe words of the
resolution, the situation was of special inferest, nade quite s good case. They had vo utention of louting
the Council. The delegate of China had approached thein, and this the delegate of China himself
confirmed. Apparently one reason for acting i such » manbner was to aveid any seblance of nvolving
elements not represented in the League and to follow logicully the decision, or perhaps we should say
want of decision, of the Brussels Conference. It wag regrettable that occasion should have been given
to critics to voice their disapproval, and in ordinary civcumstances we might allow the matter to rest
there. The debate in Council was opened by the repregentative of China, Mr. Wellington Koo, who
gave an account of recent happenings in his countyy and examined the implications of Japanese policy
towards China. He accepted the resolution, but he confessed that it did not go nearly so fav as China
would have wished, for Chine tooked for positive sesults on the paet of the League,

Sh

Mr. Wellington Koo was followed by the representative of Keuador, who stated that ou the
tustructions of his Government he would vote in favour of the resolution, the last paragraph of which
he proceeded to interpret as involving no action by the League without further reference to the
Council. (Of course, no other interpretation is possible.) In view of the varying attitude of States
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