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SUPERINTENDENT Rawre, Dusspin DisTricr.

An increase of one sergeant and five constables above the authorized strength is required—viz.,
the sergeant for relieving in cases of sickness, annual leave, and inquiries : one constable for 1 Mosgiel ;
one for North Dunedm, and three for Central Station to man an additional proposed beat in the
reclaimed area where warehouses, oil-tanks, and various husinesses are at present without protection,
and to keep the night-duty beats fully manned, which cannet be done nnder the present strength due
to sickness, leave, and relieving duties

One new station was opened af Maon IT:1L, but no stations were closed duaring the year. Proposals
to remove Oph;r Station to Omakau and St. Bathans to Oturchua have been made. In each case
this course is necessary on account of shifting pepulations.

The annual offences return for the year ending 31st December, 1936, discloses that 2,951 offences
were reported, as against 2,882 for the previous year, being an increase of 69 offences. Of the
number of offences reported, 2,836 por,sons were atre: ted or brought up on summons, leaving 116
undetected offences, 1 uemh approximately 96-1 per cent. detected and 3-9 per cent. undetected.

Of those charged, 73 males were committcd for trial, &e., and of these 61 were convicted of
the offences with whxch they were charged.

Male persons numbering 2,601 and females numbering 56 were summarily convieted, while
cases against 102 males and 4 females were dismissed.

The principal increases were thefts from dwellings, mischief, reckless driving, and other breaches
of Motor-vehicles Act.

The decreases were in assault, thefts, breaches of Destitute Persons Act, and the Licensing Act.

There were two persons charged with murder, both of whom were acquitted, one being found
insane. '

A man and his wife were murdered at Ravensbourne by their son aged twenty-two years, who
was acquitted on the grounds of insanity and committed to the mental hospital.

A man was charged with murdering another at Balchitha, and after a trial lasting one week was
acquitted by the jury. The facts were that acensed and his two brothers tried to force their way
through the vietim’s property, when the latter, his wife, and son tried to stop them. In the fracas
which followed deceased was struck over the head, his 9]/11{1 was fractured, and he later died.

There was one case of manslanghter at Palmerston Seuth. A man fatally kicked another on the
head during a drunken brawl, and was convicted ot Dunedin in October last.

The increase in reckless driving and in (!HH bresches of the Motor-vehicles Act 1s no doubt
caused by the 11101"0;1%(1 numl ser of vehic =l<w' : ] TAYS flu’b to more prosperous times, whilst
the prineipal decrease eft and ofie . s Act—-are due to more work heing
available and s oubt(ﬂnln@(} being provided to those in want.

The general conduet of the police during the vear has becn good, all members taking a keen interest
in their duties, which have been satisfactorily performod.

Six constables were dealt with during t’:m vear for sninor breaches of the regulations, fines being
inflicted in each cas

During the year thcre has been inaugurated a clags on criminal investigation in all its aspwt%,
the presentation of criminal cases in Court, criminal law, and cvidence. These are conducted by the
Chief Detective twice weekly for the detective mr“r, and & nomber of the uniforsa branch have also
taken advantage of these lectures when room and time permits.

This should prove of benefit both to the Departraent and to members of the Force.

I recommend that Motor Regulation 14 (5), 1923, now repealed, be included in the regulations,
1936, as it is necessary to control parking in hi treets surrounding the city.

Recently an accident which onded fai Iy was due to a cyelist colliding with & motor-car door
opened on the right-hand side.

1 recommend a regulation prohibiting the opening of right-hand doors in main thoroughfazres.

Insproron (IrBsON, INVERCARGILL DISTRICT.

1 would strongly recommend that an exfra constable be stationed at Gore for beat duty and to
asgist in relieving men on annual leave 6 there are for many months only two men for beat
duty, due to one man having to relicve at m_,:mh sl‘m"?mm

The offences return for t shows o total of 1,133 offences reported, a decrease of 23 on the
prevmm vear’s figures ; arrests or suramonses resalted in 1051 cases. The principal decrease was
in thefts, this no doubt being due to befter times. A4n ?r»(rua,)\ of drunkenness, also an increase of
persons found illegally on Ticensed premises, are no doubt due th the same reason.

During the year a youag man was killed by sheoting.  The offender, a bank clerk, was charged
with murder and manslaughter, bul acquitted. The deceased with three others were invited
into bank premises by two cle le there drinking was indulged in. About 4 a.m. some
altercation took T)Iwe, wnd one of the clerks fired three s shots, killing “the young man uforrgd to.
The accused was only seventeen years of age, and with another youth of twenty years was left in
charge of the bank with a revolver each. These youths were too young and incxperienced m be left
in charge of revolvers.

There has been no noticeable increase in crime during the year.

The conduct of the members of the Foree during the year was good. One constable was fined
for breaches of the regulations and transferred.

I again recommend that section 80 of the Stock Act be amended to give power to the police to
lay mformauom This is essential, particularly where persous are found unlawfully driving or
carrying stock during the night.

At prese
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