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Belgian Prime Minister had been invited by the United Kingdom and French
Governments to undertake as to the possibility of securing relaxations of quotas
and other obstacles to international trade; and the steps taken by the United States
Government in this connection. It was hoped that every effort that would tend
towards the promotion of international trade would be maintained and encouraged.

The outstanding feature of the discussion was the emphatic desire expressed
by the representatives of every part of the British Commonwealth represented at
the Conference that all practicable steps should be taken to secure the stimulation
of international trade: It was recognized that in the last resort the prosperity of
the countries of the Commonwealth depends on that of the world as a whole and
that a healthy growth of international trade, accompanied by an improvement
in the general standard of living, is an essential step to political appeasement.

Further reference to the international aspect of these problems is also made
under Section IX above.

XII. COLONIAL AFFAIRS,
On the 31st May, the Secretary of State for the Colonies made a statementto the Conference reviewing the affairs of the Colonial Empire during recent

years.
Mr. Ormsby Gore dealt first with the economic progress of the Colonial Empire.

He laid stress on the fact that, generally speaking, trade between the ColonialEmpire and the rest of the British Commonwealth was complementary and notcompetitive. As an instance of this, he referred to the increasing trade betweenCanada and the British West Indies, and expressed the hope that theCanadian - TVest Indies trade agreement would be renewed when the presentperiod of its operation expired.
He considered that the main political problem which confronted the ColonialOffice was still the relationship between Natives and non-Natives, both Europeanand Asiatic, in many territories, following the growth of education and theawakening of political consciousness. He also made reference, in particular, to

-rrile present difficulties in Palestine, where the two opposing elements had becomeincreasingly hostile to each other and critical of the administration, which hadthe unenviable task of trying to be fair and just to both sides.Mr. Ormsby Gore referred to the machinery which had been established inthe Dominions for the recruitment of personnel for the various colonial Servicesand expressed the hope that the number of young Dominion applicants forappointment would continue to increase. He also mentioned the invaluable workperformed by the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture in Trinidad inconnection with the training of future colonial officers in agriculture, which wasthe basis of the prosperity of the Colonial Empire.
Mr. Ormsby Gore's review was welcomed by the delegates generally. Mr..Dunning, in reference to the Canadian - West Indies trade agreement, observedthat while he was by no means pessimistic about the possibility of concluding afresh agreement which might be mutually satisfactory to both parties he fearedthat some difficulties would have to be overcome.
Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan referred to the great interest taken in India

in the future of Palestine, and stressed the urgency for an equitable solution ofthe problem. He also alluded to the varying position of Indians in differentterritories of the Colonial Empire. Mr. Ormsby Gore briefly reviewed theconditions of the Indian communities in various colonial territories and expressedhis_ willingness to discuss with Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan the questionswhich had been raised by him.

XIII" WORK OF THE IMPERIAL WAR CRAVES COMMISSION.The Conference considered a memorandum from His Royal Highness theDuke of Gloucester, President of the Imperial War Graves Commissioncommunicating to the Conference a report on the work of the Commission duringthe twenty years which have elapsed since its establishment in 1917 on therecommendation of the Imperial War Conference of that year, and decided to
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