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unsatisfactory results; but an attempt will now be made to cffeet regencration by sowing
seedd direet.  Other open spaces in the forest are quickly regencrating with native growth,
including a natural growth of young kauri-tvees, The fire risk was greatly minimized by
the abnormally wet summer.

During the season some three thousand people visited the Cape Kidnapper Bird
Sanctuary,and subseriptions and donations by the public to the Boards funds amounted fo
some £28. Steps have been cut in the steeper parts of the tiacks in the veserve, and the
tracks have also been widened in places.

The Tennyson Inlet Reserves in the Marlborough Sounds are in good condition. Efforts
made to keep wild animals in cheek have been fairly successfal, and the undergrowth is
increasing.  The bridle tracks through the reserves have now been cleared, and easy aceess
is now available to the major portion of the arveas. The other rescrves in the Sounds are
in 2ood econdition, and have been kept free from damage duving the vear.  Arveas destroved
by fires in former years arve all showing signs of regeneration, and it is hopedd that the n: five
bush will establish itself’ again in a few vears.  The Souands Reserves are visited by thousands
of people cach vear.

The Westland Land Distriet is particularly Tortunate in the wide variety and extensive
nature of its seenie rveserves, which are heeoming inereasingly popular not only with the
loeal residents but also with the travelling publie.  The question of the extension of the
existing reserves at Weheka, unear the Mox (laecier, has reecived consideration during the
vear, and proposals are now in hand for the reservation of all the bush-clad hills vigible
from the Main South Road, and also of a sufficiently Jarge additional arca to cmbrace
Lakes Matheson, (Joult, Little, Mueller, and Gibh.

The Department’s Ranger on Stewart island spent as much time as possible in various
parts of the reserves in his charge.  [le paid speeial attention to Paterson Inlet aveas, but
also visited the Murray River, Mason Bay, Hast and West Ruggedy, Port Adventure, Povt
Pegasus, and other places. He reports that, in his opinion, most species ol the native hirds
on the istand are holding their own. Wekas, which for some unknown reasoun hecame searee
south of Paterson Inlef, are gradually increasing in that part of the island.  Deer confinue
to do considerable damage to the hush. Rats and wild eats are nmfortunately plentiful
on the island.

Hurore OruratmioNs.

Much work still remains fo he done in the matier of seenery prescrvation. There are
wany areas in private ownership which should he owned by the State, but the financial
position has heen such that the Department bas had Tor a good many vears to be content
with very small alloeations, and as a vesult it has heen almost impossible 1o operate the
machinery which is in existence for the acquisition by the State of land of scenie value.
Tf the Department could he assured of a substantial annual vote arrengements coul he made
to proceed with a steady plan for the gradual aequisition of areas of outstanding scenic
interest.  The system which has obtained during late years has in o effect econfined the
acguisition of seenie arcas to cases wheve the greatest pressure has been hreught to hear, and
it has been impossible for the Department to work to any regudar plan. This has heen most
unsatistactory in many wavs, and il is hoped that it witl he possible Tor better arrangements
to he made in the future.

The Department is firmly of opinion that in the matter of scenery preservation it has
a definite contribution to make to the future well-heing of the Dominion.

LRGINLATION.

The Reserves and other Lands Disposal Act, 1935, dealt with three wmatters of scenie
interest.  The Hundalee Seenie Reserves Board was authorized 1o aceept a lease of an arca
of 3 acres 357 perches of Native land. The Board has vested in it the eontrol of a number
of seenie reserves situated alone the Main South Road where the road actually follows the
coust.  In its administration of these reserves the Board has been greatly hampered by the
actions of some fishermen whe in the past have camped tn vavious parts ol the reserves and
have refused to shitt their eamnps to the avea allotted by the Board for that purpose.  When
action has heen taken fo eause them to shift these eamps some bave moved on to adjacent
Native land, part ol which forins a Native cemetery. Trustees ave heing appointed to
control the cemetery, and it will then he possible to deal with trespassers thereon;  but
the only means of controlling the batanee ol the Nalive land appears 1o be to authorize the
Board 1o aecept a lease thereol. The parties concerned ave agreeable fo the leasing proposal,
which will he confirmed hy the Native Land Court of the distriet o the usual way.

Clortain Crown land and a road area were added to the Ship Cove Reserve, and provision
was made for the administration and eontrol of the wveserve by making certain of the
provisions of the Seenery Preser ation Acts applicable theveto,

Authority was given for the application of moneys recotved in respeet of the Onairo
Domain for expenditore on the adjoining Pokemire and Onatiro River Scenie Reserves, which
are under the control of the New Plvinouth Seenie Keserves Board.  In this case the Board’s
revenne had proved insufficient for the proper maintenance and improvement of  the
nmnerous reserves under s control, and it was considered desivable that a reasonable
portion of the funds belonging to the Onairo Domain, whieh is not used for recreation, but
has heen leased for grazing, should be made available 1o the Seenie Board for expenditure
on the adjacent scenie veserves.

APPENDLCES,

A schedule of reserves made and reservations revoked during the year, accompanied by
4 statermnent of expenditure, follows as Appendix A, while Appendix B records the work
carried out on Kapiti Island.
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