The carthquake of the 3rd February caused extensive damage to post-olfice
buildings in the Hawke’s Bay District.  The new chief pust-office blu!dmw at Napier,
which was completed and opened for business as recently as the 28th July, 1930,
withstood the shock rcm(u*kably well, but was gutted bv the fire which followed,
the destruction of the town’s supply of water prevontmg any attempt at saving
the bulding.  The post-oﬂim building at Port Ahuriri was badly damaged by the
carthquake, and then completely destroyed by fire, A‘( ham,mg the clock-tower

collapsed, and the old portion of the post-office building which carried the tower
was so serlously damaged that it had to be demolished.  In the case of the Wairon
Post-oflice building, the clock-tower collapsed and the building itself d'fcw |

extensively. O‘rher departmental buildings in the district, notably the W mpu kurau
Post-office building, suffered more or less severely from the enthqu,t e

Pending the replacement of the building at Port Ahuriri and the reconditioning
and re-erection, respectively, of the L;u.le‘gs at Napier and Iastings, the !)(pdlt
ment’s business at thobo places 1s being conducted in tomporary pr emises.  Hxcept
at Hastings, the arrangements which Tiave been made meot present requirements
fairly well. In the cage of Hastings the volume of business is prac ilCaJV as great
as 1t was before the earthqualke, and it is ne cessary that proper accommedation be
provided as early as possible.  Steps are accordingly being taken to this end.

In recent yecars the policy has been to exclude clock-towers from new post-
office bmldings, owing principally to the additional expenditure which is involved
n strcnwth{/mno 4 buil ding s ufhugnﬂy to carry a clock- towor; also, because 1t has
been found tn,,t, owing to the nature of the structural work wh hich is required to
support a clock-tower, the space on each floor below the tower cannot be utilized
to advantage ; that the existence of the heavy structural work creates a difficulty
in the event of alterations or additions to a building being requived : and that the
reverberations from the chiming and striking of the clock cause considerable annoyance
to persons working in and around the bmldmo and, especially at night, to officers
and their families who arc required to reside on the premises.  In addition, it was
considered that a clock-tower on a building ('unstnumd a menace in the event of
an carthquake; and this has, unhapplly been confirmed by the Department’s
experience in the Hawke’s n*a,y and West Coast disturbances. Tt hag been esta-
blished that, in the case of the post-oifice buildings at Hastings, Wairoa, and West-
port, the presence of clock-towers contributed 1&1:{0]&* to the damage caused to the
buildings, and proved a grave menace to the safety of officers and of members of
the public. In the h“ht of this experience, action 18 being taken with a view to
cither strengthening or dismantling the clock-towers on a number of post-office
buildings, and so to remove any possible danger of collapse in time of earthquake.

It 13 anticipated that the erection of the new building at Wellington, which 1
to replace the Courtenay Place Post-office building, will be bufrh(wnt] advanced
by September next to permit of the post-office being transferred fo the new
premises.

Since the end of the financial year the erection of new post-office buildings at
Palmerston (Otago), Ruatoria (also residence), Urenui, and Waitara, has been
completed.  Satisfactory progress is being made with the erection of new
buildings at High Street (Christchurch), and Uppel wymonds Street (Auckland).

Work has been commenced on the crection of a new building at Westport in
replacement of the chief post-cttice building which was destroyed by the earthquake
of June, 1929. It 18 anticipated that the work will he completed about the end
of 1931

The foundations for the proposed new chief post-office building at Dunedin
have been completed. Plans and specifications for the building itself, have also
been completed, and tenders are soon to be invited for the ercction of the building.

MAIL-SERVICES.

Inland mail-services have been maintained with but Little interference, except
that the Hawke’s Bay earthquake resulted in an interruption for several weeks of
the Napier-Wairoa section of the Napier—Gisborne service.  In order to provide an
outlet for Gisborne and Wairoa it was necessary for a period to despateh mails via

Yotorua and the Motu Gorge.
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