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NEW ZEALAND.

PRISONS DEPARTMENT

PRISONS BOARD

(ANNUAL REPORT OF) FOR 1928.

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Ercellency.

MeEMBERS oF THE BoARD.

Hon. Mr. Justice Ruep, C.B.E. (President) ; WiLian ReEcE, Bsq. ; Sir DovaLp MoGaviy, Kt., C.M.G., M.D. (Lond.) ;
D. G. A. Coorer, Esq.; JoHN ALEXANDER, Esq., C.M.G.; and B. L. DarLragp, Esq., Controller-General of

Prisons.
SIR,— 26th July, 1929.
I have the honour to forward herewith the report of the Prisons Board for the year 1928.
I have, &c.,
The Hon. the Minister of Justice. A. L. HerpMAN, Acting-President.

REPORT OF THE PRISONS BOARD
For tHE YEAR ENDED 3lsT DEcrmMBER, 1928,

Tue Board has to report that during the year ended 31st December, 1928, it dealt with a total of 1,366
cases at meetings held at Wellington and the various institutions of the Dominion. The following table
sets out under their respective statutory headings the number of cases considered at each meeting,

together with the decisions reached :—
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TARLE B.—SHOWING RELEASES aND DISCHARGES, ETC., RFFECTED EACH MoNTH FOor 1928.
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OrrENDERS ProBaTION AcT, 1920.

During the year sixteen applications for discharge from probation were considered by the Board,
and of this number fifteen were granted.

TapLE C.—REFORMATIVE-DETENTION (CASES DEALT WITH BY THE BoaArD. FROM JANUARY, 1911, To
DrcemBER, 1928.

Total number sentenced to reformative detention .. . .. .. .. 3,366
Released and discharged on recommendation of Board .. .. .. .. 2,436
Discharged from reformatories on completion of full sentence .. .. .. 534
Total number released .. .. .. .. .. .. oo—— 2,970
Of whom there were— _—
Returned to reformatories for non-compliance with conditions of release .. 87
Committed to reformatories for further offences whilst on probation . .. 176
Sentenced for offences committed after discharge or expiry of period of
probation .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 428
Total number returned and recommitted .. .. e — 691
Absconded and not traced .. .. L .. .. .. 26
Died .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 7
Left Dominion to return to former domiciles .. .. .. .. 52
Known to have been killed in action whilst on active service 3
Returned to Weraroa .. .. 1
Transferred to Rotoroa Inebriates Institution 1
Transferred to mental hospitals 3
Transferred to Mount Magdala Home .. .. 1
Transferred to Salvation Army Home .. .. .. .. .. 1
Reporting on probation at 31st December, 1928 .. .. .. 41
Number who have not offended since their discharge or expiration of period
of probation, and presumably doing well .. .. L. .. 2,143
—_ 2,279
2,970

Of the total number released after undergoing reformative detention 23-25 per cent. have been
returned to prison either for non-compliance with conditions of release or for committing further
offences, 263 per cent. have left the Dominion or absconded, 0-37 per cent. have died or been
transferred to mental hospitals, &c., and 73-55 per cent. have not further offended.

TaBLE D.—HABITUAL CRIMINALS DEALT WITH BY THE BOARD FROM JANUARY, 1911, To
DeceEMBER, 1928.

Total number declared habitual criminals .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 45b
Of whom there were released on recommendation of Board .. .. .. .. 403

Of whom there were-—
Returned to prison for non-compliance with conditions of release .. .. 46

Committed to prison for further offences .. .. .. 144
Sentenced for offences committed after their discharge from prison or from
probation .. .. o .. .. .. .o 42
Total number returned .. .. .. .. ..oo— . 232
Absconded and not traced .. .. .. .. .. .. 3
Died .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..o 14
Left Dominion to return to former domiciles .. .. .. .. b1
Transferred to mental hospital. . .. .. . .. .. 1
Transferred to consumptive sanatorium .. .. .. .. 1
Reporting on probation at 31st December, 1928 . . .. .. .. 20
Number who have not offended, as far as known, since their discharge from
probation, and presumably doing well .. .. .. .. b

—— 1M

403
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Of the total number of habitual criminals released on probation, 57-56 per cent. were returned to
prison either for non-compliance with the conditions of probation or for committing further offences.
No offences are recorded against the remaining 42-44 per cent., but our tables show that 3-97 per cent.
died or were transferred to mental hospitals, whilst 20-09 per cent. left the Dominion or absconded.
This leaves a definite percentage of 18-38 who have remained in the Dominion and have not further

offended.
Since 1917 the Board has dealt with the following hard-labour cases :—

TAaBLE E.—HARD-LABOUR CASES.

Total cases considered ..

Number discharged from prison on recommendation of Board
Number released on probation on recommendation of Board
Left the Dominion

Absconded

Recommitted for other offences

Completed probation

Reporting on probation at 31st December 1928

2,259
350
506

23

30
371
26

TABLE F.—BoRSTAL CASES DEALT WITH BY THE BOARD FROM JANUARY, 1925, 70 DECEMBER, 1928

Total number committed to Borstal Institutions .

Released and discharged on the recommendation of PI‘ISOHS Board
Released on expiration of term

Total number released

Of whom there were—
Returned to institutions for non-compliance with conditions of release
Recommitted to institutions for further offences whilst on probation

Sentenced for offences committed after discharge or expiry of period of probamon

Total number returned and recommitted ..
Reporting on probation at 31st December, 1928

Number who have not been recommitted since their dlscharge or wpxratlon of

period of probation, and presumably doing well ..

o9
37
64
— 439
5
26
33
— 64
151
224
— 375
439

Of the total number of 439 released since the coming into operation of the Prevention of Crime

Act, 64 have subsequently been recommitted, or 14-57 per cent. only.

GENERAL SUMMARY.

The following table shows the cases considered year by year by the Board over the last decade :—
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Having but temporarily assumed the office of Acting-President of the Prisons Board during the
absence from the Dominion of the Hon. Mr. Justice Reed, C.B.E., President of the Board, I do not
propose to comment on the foregoing statistics except to note that the satisfactory results shown by
the statistics for previous years have continued to be maintained.

During the last year the Board has availed itself considerably of the services of the mental
specialists attached to the Mental Hospitals Department, in conformity with an arrangement recently
made whereby the psychiatrists attached to that Department would be available to make reports on
any prisoner as required for the Board’s information.

The Board also records its appreciation of the assistance given by the many citizens who help
in connection with the after-care of prisoners, both by way of finding employment and in assisting in
their rehabilitation in the community.

The Board desires to place on record its deep sense of loss in the passing of its late Presudent the
Hon. Sir William Sim, and the high regard and affection in which he was held by the members.

A. L. HerpMaN, Acting-President.
26th July, 1929.

Approzimate Cost of Paper.—Preparation, not given; printing (750 copies), £5.

By Authority: W. A. G. SkixnER, Government Printer, Wellington..—1929.
Price 3d.]
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