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2. The Imperial Conference regrets that it has not been possible to make
greater progress with the international reduction and limitation of armaments
referred to in these resolutions. It is the common desire of the Governments
represented at this Conference to do their utmost in pursuit of this object so far
as this is consistent with the safety and integrity of all parts of the Empire and
its communications.

3. The Conference recognizes that, even after a large measure of reduction
and limitation of armaments has been achieved, a considerable effort will be
involved in order to maintain the minimum standard of naval strength
contemplated in the Washington Treaty on Limitation of Armament—namely,
equality with the naval strength of any foreign Power. It has noted the state-
ments set forth by the Admiralty as to the formidable expenditure required
within coming years for the replacement of warships, as they become obsolete, by
up-to-date ships.

4. Impressed with the vital importance of ensuring the security of the world-
wide trade routes upon which the safety and welfare of all parts of the Empire
depend, the representatives of Australia, New Zealand, and India note with
special interest the steps already taken by His Majesty's Government in Great
Britain to develop the Naval Base at Singapore, with the object of facilitating
the free movement of the Fleets. In view of the heavy expenditure involved,
they welcome the spirit of co-operation shown in the contributions made with
the object of expediting this work.

5. The Conference observes that steady progress has been made in the
direction of organizing military formations in general on similar lines ; in the
adoption of similar patterns of weapons ; and in the interchange of officers
between different parts of the Empire. It invites the Governments concerned to
consider the possibility of extending these forms of co-operation and of promoting
further consultation between the respective General Staffs on defence questions
adjudged of common interest.

6. (a) The Conference takes note with satisfaction of the substantial progress
that has been made since 1923 in building up the Air Forces and resources of the
several parts of the Empire.

(b) Recognizing that the fullest mobility is essential to the effective and
economical employment of air power, the Conference recommends, for the
consideration of the several Governments, the adoption of the following
principle : The necessity for creating and maintaining an adequate chain of air-
bases and refuelling-stations.

(c) Impressed with the desirability of still closer co-ordination in this as in
all other spheres of common interest, and in particular with the advantages
which should follow from a more general dissemination of the experience acquired
in the use of this new arm under the widely varying conditions which obtain in
different parts of the Empire, the Conference recommends for consideration by
the Governments interested the adoption in principle of a system of mutual
interchange of individual officers for liaison and other duties, and of complete
air units, so far as local requirements and resources permit.

7. The Conference recognizes that the defence of India already throws upon
the Government of India responsibilities of a specially onerous character, and
takes note of their decision to create a Royal Indian Navy.

8. The Conference notes with satisfaction that considerable progress in the
direction of closer co-operation in defence matters has been effected by the
reciprocal attachment of naval, military, and air officers to the Staff Colleges and
other technical establishments maintained in various parts of the Empire, and
invites the attention of the Governments represented to the facilities afforded by
the new Imperial Defence College in London for the education of officers in the
broadest aspects of strategy.

9. The Conference takes note of the developments in the organization of the
Committee of Imperial Defence since the session of 1923. It invites the attention
of the Governments represented at the Conference to the following resolutions
adopted, with a view to consultation in questions of common defence, at a meeting
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