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ANALYSIS OF ALL REPORTED FOREST-FIRES IN STATE FORESTS—Ccontinued.
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All conservation regions report an increase in these vermin, and this Service again places on
record it¢ opinion that protection on all species of deer {except moose and wapiti) should be removed
for a period of at least three years, and that payment of a bounty on killed deer should be continued
during that time.

Protection has been removed from this pest on the State plantations throughout New Zsaland,
and during the latter part of the period under review the Service inaugurated a campaign for the

destruction of deer on these areas. This included the payment of a bountv of 2s. per tail on all deer
killed in plantations, the carrying- oot of poisoning experimeunts, and the establishment of salt-licks
for the purpose of attracting deer to places where they might be ecasily shot. .

Forest Service officers a‘ctmg as receivers of deer- truls for the payment of bounty report the
colleéction of 2,946 tails, of which 2,001 tails were received at Tapanui from the vicinity of the Blue
Mountains, Otago.

Opossums.

The returns for the 1926 opossum-trapping season disclose an increase in both the number of
trappers’ licenses issued and the number of skins upon which royalty was paid.  The share of license
fees, royalties, &ec., credited to the State Forests Account was £4,679 13s., an increase of £605 17s. [1d.
over that of the previous year.

Year Numbpr of N_umber ot
: . Permits issued. Skins taken.
1922 .. .. .. .. 381 54,357
1923 .. .. . .. 679 109,900
1924 .. .. .. .. 462 95,639
1925 . .. .. .. 720 145,778

1926 N » i, . 1.051 157,480
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