3 C.—11.

No. 21 Bay City dredge: This plant was dismantled and railed from the Awskaponga drain
to the Tarawera Siding early in the period.  After overhaul and reassenibling, plant was started at
the head of Grieve's drain, and worked north to the railway, and was then transferred to work
throughout the Omelen adjunct drain. This was completed late in the period. and a start made with
the section of the Omeheu drain north of the railway. The distance covered during the period
totalled 420} chalis, and 79,215 cubie yards of material were excavated.

Floods.— The months of May, June, and July were, as 1s usual in this arca, ¢xceedingly wet, and
the country north and south of the Kopropeo Canal and the White-pine bush srea was subjected to
severe ﬂoodmg from the Whakatane and Rangitaiki River overflow.  The low country surrounding
the Omehen Settlement in the western district was subjected to short-period Hooding from the Rane-
taiki River. It was anticipated at the time that this flooding would be followed by disastrous conse-
quences on the areas worst affected, hut without exception the land has made a good recovery, helped
without. doubt by the dry smminer experienced,

Roadwork.—No new formation work was carried out during the period. A length of 180 chains
of road wus graded preparatory to handing over to the local body,

Bridges, Flood-gates, &c. One hridge gang has been employed continuousiy throughoui the period
erecting permanent pile and sill bridges.  Five new pile bridges and fourteen silt bridges were ereeted,
and two temporary crossings were placed to allow for the passage of walking-dredecs across canals,
In addition this gang erected the new siii- -trap at Mangaroa Rtreain. and carried ont the repairs
necessary to the Kopeopeo flood-gate.

Ntop-banks.—The usual maintenance and prol..e('t.ion works have been carricd out on the conr
pleted fengths of stop-banks throughout the arca, but. with the exception of that already ennmerated
as being done by the dredges, no new formation was put in hand.

Drttises in ()/)wmm,' —The rotal le ngth of drains i operation s as follows ;. Dredge-cuts, 85 miles
14 chains ; main-outiet drains, 109 miles 17 chains : road- drains, 30 miles 46 chains.

Foads opened. - The total length of roads opened is still 113% miles, of which 83 niles have beex
constructed by the Departinent.

Buildings.—These consist of Engineer's cottage and twelve cottages and huts for workmen, oilice
buildings, machine-shop, blacksimith’s shop, storesheds, &e. All men oc\upying quarters are required
to pay rent for same.

Workshops..- The workshop and siuthy have heen kept fully emploved during the period on repair
work for dredges and general wachineey, and on the ironwork necessary for bridge and general con-
struction work.

Rollirg-stock. 'The Thornyeroft lorry, which is now in its {ifth vear o! running, has got through
a creditable amount of work in keeping the dredges supplicd with coal and henzine, and in the cartage
of bridge-timber and supplies throughout the w orks.

Playt and Machinery.—One Priestman grab dredger was dismantled and transferred early in the
period, and the plant now consists of two Priestinan gmb dredges, one Bay City walking dipper, and
two Monighan walking drag-hue excavators, three coal-punts, two oil-launches, and seven small boats
and punuts.  One launch was transferred during the period, and one punt wnd the towing-barg. weiv
dismantled the timbers having rotted bevond repair.

Summary of Work done ;- M.och Cub. yd.
New drains .. .. .. . .. b7 0,420
Widening and deepcmng .. .. .. L.63H 13,560
Cleaning drains .. .. .. .. T3 6D
Stop-banks (repairs) .. . . .. A Y o
Spoil dredged. . .. . .. . R A 431,277
Levels taken .. .. .. .. .. AR 1
Survey traverses .. .. .. .. oo yoon

Proposed Works.. -Completion of the Tarawera River stop-banking and improvement of chanacl
by Nos. 8 and 9 Priestman drodgos general maintenance, and minor construction work,

Works Expenditure (Generalj. —The total amount of expenditure recorded in the hooks for the
vear was £31,399 ; of this amount Ll 1,586 was paid for day labour (including dredae evews), and £2,05%
paid for piecework contracts. The sum of £18426 was paid from Whakatane Tmprest Aecount.

The local officer in charge is Me. R. L. lunis.

I have, &e.,
0. N. CaveriLy, Chief Drainage Engineer,

The Under-Secretary for Lands, Wellington.
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