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Forest REcoNNamsance, DENARCATION, AND SURVEY

Detailed stock-taking, the foundation upon which is built. the permanent management of our
forests. has been st(a(lilv carried on during the year. In the Auckland region ten reconnaissance
surveys aggregating 6,965 acres were comp]v ted, and the field-work of an extensive reconnaissance and
co-ordination survey of the northern portion of Taupo County finished. In the Wellington region the
forest reconnaissance of an arca of 4,241 acres was made, and the reconnaissance of a similar arca
commenced.  In the South Island progress in this work has also been made.  One extensive recon-
naissance was carried out in Nelson region to ascertain the type of forest and general condition of the
uplands contiguous to the Wangapeka and Little Wanganui Valleys.  In the practically unexplored
district in the vieinity of Lake Hochstetter the Westland region has commenced a reconnaissance of
this virgin Lorest aren, while Southland region reports the examination of 33.000 acres of Crown forest
lands in the Lillburn, Hauroko, and Alton bur\ ey Districts for the purpose of classifying the arca into
proteetion and commercial forest and with a view to recommendation for dedication as State forest.
As o result of the elassification and demarcation survey executed last year in conjunction with the
Department of Lands and Survey the plans and deseriptions of the arcas which are to be made State
forests, or withdrawn as suitable for \(Hl(lll(‘]]l, are now practically completed in Westland region,
and the work will be finalized carly w1927

In the Rotorua conservation region the internal lay-out of 10,800 acres ol new plantation was
surveyed, and periphery surveys of rhc boundaries of land recently acquired from the Department of
Lands and Survey for afforestation purposes commenced.  The l)()lln(lu’\ survey of the Westland
experimental area of 7,760 acres and the survey of the access road to the Wesland Nursery were
completed ; and at the Blue Mountains, in the Canterbury-Otago region, the internal design of 1,000
acres of new plantation was (ompluud, and a toponm])]ncal survey of part of Hanmer Plantation
commenced.

CO-OPERATION IN TIMBER-STUMPAGE ENAMINATIONS AND REPORTS FOR OTHER DEPARTMENTS,

Other Government Departments, Native Land Boards, and local bodies have availed themsclves
of the assistance and advice of the Serviee in connection with forestation and timber matters. The
wost important work of this nature was the valuation of the standing timber of the Tawmarunui
County cxccuted for the Valuation Department, while thirty-cight other examinations over arcas
aggregating 16,5619 acres were made for other Dv]uunmnte, &e.

FINANCI.
The total cash 1(\u'1pts for the vear fmm all sources was £152,600, a slight decrcase compared
with the year 1924-25.
The State Forest Service expenditure under the vote for the year was as follows t- -

STATE IFOREST SERVICE EXPENDITURE.
(Management and operational.)

Fiscal Yoar ended

Item. - :
31st March, 31st March, 31st March,
1926. ! 1925. 1924,
J £ ‘ ¢ £

A. Salaries .. .. .. 37,016% 31,429 30, 636
B. Management and dovolopment of State forests .. .o 18,666 17 ,618 16,271
(. Forest-fire prevention and patrol (indigenous forest) o 1,591 1,507 1,977
D. Education: Reference library, publications, &e. .. S 1,877 927 582
E. Forest research and products investigations . .. 5,77(} 4,589 - 3,733
I. Afforestation: Plantations, nurseries, and uumal co 83,108T 0 5L,8h4 0 38,006
G. Acquisition of indigenous forests .. .. - 10,735 | 106,067§ 4,548
H. Grants to local bodies, &c. .. . . . 6, 1411 257 2,496

164,507 211 2‘)\ ‘)8 504

* Includes all salaries of non-permanent officers previously m(ludv l initems B nnd I

t Includes purchases of Jand for afforestation purposes, £17.764.

* Includes payments to local authorities under section 17 of the Finance Act, 1921.

§ Includes £100,600 transferred to the Land for Settlements Account for the acquisition as a Ntate forest of part
Selwyn Nettlement Estate, Mamaku Plateau.
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