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(4.) That the Prisons Board be advised by the Eugenic Board in regard to the release on
probation or final discharge of all sexual offenders or feeble-minded offenders coming
under its jurisdiction.

(5.) The Committee feel that the information at present available in regard to sterilization
or desexualization of sexual offenders is quite inadequate to permit of a sound and
final judgment as to the value of the procedure. They recommend, therefore, that
the whole question be remitted for careful investigation to the Eugenic Board which
it is proposed should be set up.

Concluding Remarks.
It goes without saying that the work of the Committee in pursuing their investigations has been

of a very painful and depressing character. We need not refer to the depth of human degradation
and the revolting pathological details which had to be explored in dealing with the second order of
reference, beyond saying that the witnesses who faced the unpleasant task of giving evidence deserve
the thanks of the public for discharging what they evidently felt to be a public duty. In the
inquiry into the problem of the feeble-minded the most saddening experience of the Committee was
the sight of so many children deprived of their full share of the light of reason, often maimed and
stunted in body as well as in intellect. The sight was made sadder still by the reflection that unless
prompt and effective action is taken the multiplication of these degenerates will increase and the race
will steadily deteriorate.

Professor William MacDougall, the noted psychologist of Harvard University, speaking at Toronto
recently in reference to the disregard of eugenic methods in America in maintaining and improving the
national stock, said : "As I watch the American people speeding daily with invincible optimism down
the path that leads to destruction I seem to be watching one of the greatest tragedies of history."

New Zealand is a young country already exhibiting some of the weaknesses of much older nations,
but it is now at the stage where, if its people are wise, they may escape the worst evils of the Old
World. It has rightly been decided that this should be not only a "white man's country," but as
completely British as possible. We ought to make every effort to keep the stock sturdy and strong,
as well as racially pure. The pioneers were for the most part an ideal stock for a new offshoot of the
Mother-country. The Great War revealed that from their loins have sprung some of the finest men
the world has ever seen, not only in physical strength, but in character and spirit. It also revealed
that an inferior strain had crept in and that New Zealand was already getting its share of weaklings.
Surely our aim should be to prevent, as far as possible, the multiplication of the latter type, and to
increase the elements of the mental, moral, and physical strength of the nation. In these beautiful
and richly dowered islands we have a noble heritage—to be in keeping and to ensure the full develop-
ment of their resources and enjoyment of their blessings the inhabitants should be of the highest type
obtainable by human effort.

This is the lesson which has been impressed upon the minds of the Committee during their
investigations, and they have been sustained in their saddening experience by the hope that this lesson
will be taken to heart by both the Parliament and the people of the Dominion.
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