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Table 2.-Total Value of Prison Labour employed on Roads, Buildings, Reclamation-wall Building,
and other Public Works for which no Financial Credit has been received for the Year ended
31st March, 1924.

Table 3.—Value of Prison Labour employed on Prison Works and Industries for which Cash Credits are
not obtained, for the Year ended 31st March, 1924.

Summary. £

Cash and financial credits for the year 1923-24 .. .. .. 53,178
Estimated value of prison labour employed on public works for which

neither cash nor financial credit was received .. .. .. 23,486
Estimated value of prison labour employed on farms, industries, domestic

work, &c. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 27,285

103,949
Less salaries' of officers employed on public buildings .. .. .. 2,870

Total value of prison labour, 1923-24 .. .. . .£101,079
Development during the Year.

The reports of the controlling officers show that progress has been well maintained since my last
annual report was written. The Waikeria property has been brought a stage nearer its final develop-
ment. The system of planting shelter-belts has been continued, the whole of the trees planted out
having been provided from the nursery on the farm. Drastic culling in the dairy herd has resulted
in the returns of butterfat per cow showing a substantial increase over last year's figures. Nearly the
whole of the area originally reserved is now in splendid condition, and as each year passes the pro-
perty is becoming more valuable, and is an object-lesson to those who originally scoffed at the idea
of breaking in country and afterwards farming it with prison labour.

Our latest undertaking, the land-development camrj at Hautu, near Tokaanu, is jjrogressing very
satisfactorily, and a marked impression has already been made on the first section of the block of
10,000 acres we intend to prepare for settlement. The reports of the Agricultural Department's officers
on the work that has already been done, the quality of the pumice land we have taken up, and the
future of the property are most encouraging. Their advice to my Department regarding manures,
grasses, and methods of cultivation has also been most valuable, and has contributed greatly to the
success of our operations.

From the report of the Superintendent of our .Paparua Prison Farm at Templeton it will be seen
that the pace set in previous years has not relaxed. By far the greater part of the ancient Waimakariri
River bed that formed the bulk of the original prison reserve has now been brought under cultivation,
a dairy herd has been establish!*!, and, generally speaking, we are now getting results that compen-
sate us for the large amount of labour expended on this property.

The Invercargill Borstal Institution reclamation is rapidly assuming the appearance of a well-
established farm, and is also justifying the large expenditure of labour that has taken place there.
The report of the Superintendent on the institution generally, and of the Farm-manager on the general
development of the property, show in detail the advance that has been made since last year.
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Totals 1,859 1,684 11,974 11,76811,768 27,28527,285
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