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V. STONE-QUARRY INSPECTION AND STATISTICS.

By section 2 of the Stone-quarries Amendment Act, 1920, the application of the Act was
extended to include every place, not being a mine, in which persons work in quarrying stone and
any part of which has a face more than 15ft. deep, and also in any tunnel in the construction
of which explosives are used. The Act, however, does not apply to any Government operations,
or any road or railway cutting, or excavations for buildings.

The following is a table showing the number of quarries under the Stone-quarries Acts, also
the number of persons ordinarily employed thereat, and the annual output and value of crude
stone during 1923 :—
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QUARRY ACCIDENTS.
The following is a summary of scrious accidents during 1923 at quarries under the Stone-quarries
Act :—

Number of Aceldents. Number of Sufferers.
Cause, ‘ -
Fatal. | Serious. Killed. l e
|
Explosives . . . . . o 2 { 1 | 2 ; 1
Falls of ground .. e .. 1 1 1 1
Falling from face or during a,scent or descent . .. . .. . .
Misoellaneous . .. . ‘ 1 | .. I
Totals . . . . . T 3

Of the fatal accidents thc followmg is a short description :—

Percy Ayden, at the Mount Eden sewerage-works, on the 10th February. The deceased was
using a hammer and gad in a tunnel where six shots had been fired the previous day. He must
have struck some unexploded gelignite, as an explosion occurred, which resulted in his death.

John Fowler, at the Mangatuna Quarry, Tolaga Bay, on the 12th May. The deceased was the
quarry foreman, and was engaged in firing a round of shots when the accident occurred. From the
evidence it appears that he either miscalculated the time of burning of the fuse or had attempted to
light too many shots and left himself insufficient time to take shelter beforc the shots went off.

Arthur Joseph Pobar, at Calder’s Quarry, Dunedin, on the 7th June. The deceased with other
workmen was engaged on the quarry-floor when a large fall of stone took place from a height of
about 90 ft. up the face of the quarry. The other workmen were able to get clear of the falling
material, but the deceased was struck and so seriously injured that he died the following day.

VI. STATE AID TO MINING.
(1.) SussipiZED ProOsPECTING.

Upon subsidized prospecting operations seventy-five persons werc intermittently employed

during the year.
The following is a statement showing the results of prospecting operations as reported by the

Inspectors of Mines.
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