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A conference between the various Government 'Departments concerned was held to consider the

question of control, and this resulted in a general conference between the Government Departments
and acclimatization societies. As a result of the latter conference the Departments of Agriculture,
Tourists, and State Forest Service are now conferring with each acclimatization society separately,
with a view of determining the areas upon which removal of protection is necessary, and to what
extent the societies can control their herds. Maps showing the requirements of the Government
Departments are being prepared by the State Forest Service, and will be forwarded to the various
societies. Considerable, damage was done by red deer in one of the State plantations. The control
of deer is a matter vital to the progress of silviculture, and its solution is a matter that will be pushed
on vigorously.

The Opossum.
An investigation into the habits of this animal shows that its adverse effect upon silviculture is

to be deemed a negligible quantity especially as it is easy to trap or poison, and the skin, being a
valuable article, will always pay for the work entailed.

During the 1.922 season 381 permits to trap were issued, and 54,357 skins, mostly from State
forests, were harvested. Total royalties from skins and licenses amounted to £3.324, and one-third
of this, £1,108, was paid into the account of the State Forest Service. The gross value of the skins
taken, in their raw state, would not be less than £20,000.

Honorary Forest Bangers.
During the year thirty-three honorary rangers were appointed, seventeen of these being in the

Wellington Conservation Region. These gentlemen, who are deemed to be Forest officers within the
meaning of the Forests Act, 1921-22, have co-operated very unselfishly and loyally with the field staff
of the Service in the work of protecting the 11,462 square miles of State forest from damage by fire
and trespass. The activities of the field staff—both the honorary rangers and the fifty-two forest
rangers and guards—consist not only in warning the public against the danger of lighting fires and
trespassing, but also in the more positive work of giving guidance and information to hunters, anglers,
tourists, trappers, tramping-parties, and others—in short, to encourage and extend the legitimate use
of the forests by the people. Both in this phase of the work and in the dissemination of information
on the necessity for and the advantages to be derived from tree-planting, the honorary rangers are
doing service of the highest order to the community.

FoREST-PKOTECTION.
Forest-fires.

The following is an analysis of all reported forest-fires on and adjacent to State forests during
the year, : —

Apart from the new fire-stations and improvements to those previously erected, the main
feature in the year's campaign against forest fire has been the creation of thirteen fire districts.
In these areas specially subject to danger from fire risk, special steps are necessary to secure the
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