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SECTION lII.—ACCIDENTS.
The following is a summary of accidents in and about coal-mines during 1922, with their causes : —

The fatalities being in the proportion of 1 - 31 per thousand persons employed, and 3-23 per million
tons produced.

Of the fatal accidents the following is a short description :—
Sydney Bartholomew, al Denniston, on 24th May.—The deceased, a youth of sixteen, was crushed

between a derailed truck of stone and the handrail of the viaduct. No direct evidence is available,
but the facts point to the conclusion that deceased was riding on the truck, which became derailed,
overturned, and caught deceased.

W. C. Merrill, at Stockton, on 7th June.—The deceased was a miner working in No. 5 section of
the Stockton Mine. At the time of the accident he and his brother were splitting a pillar near the
outcrop, when a sudden large fall took place, which swung the timber in their place and caught and
buried deceased as he and his brother were running back towards safety.

W. E. Booth, at Denniston, on 8/h July.—This was an extraordinary accident. It appears that
deceased, a miner, was walking up the haulage-road on his way home at the end of his shift when
his head struck a low part of the roof. He was picked up unconscious, and died three days later.

D. Veilch and J. Craig, at Wilson's Colliery, Hikurangi, on 4th August.—Both the deceased were
miners, and at the time of the accident were going down the incline on their way to work. The
brakesmen at. the top sent away a set of which all the trucks had not been coupled. Five of the
trucks ran down the incline and caught the two deceased, J. Craig being killed instantaneously, and.
D. Veitch succumbing to his injuries on the same day. Arising out of the circumstances that led to
this accident legal proceedings were instituted by the Department against the company and the
brakesmen.

Owen Lynch, at Linton Mine, on 11th December.—Deceased, a miner, had had one shot fired in
his place, and was preparing for another shot, when he was struck by some coal that fell off a drossy
back, and which had probably been shaken by the first shot.

Accounts of the serious but non-fatal accidents are contained in the District Inspectors' reports.
Of this class of accident the most marked is the very high-proportion of eye-injuries. During the
year four miners each lost the sight of one eye, three of the four cases being in the Waikato. In
some of the Waikato mines there is a decided necessity for the miners, when cutting, using some form
of eye-protection, on the same lines as that in use at Kaitangata.

SECTION IV.—WORKING OF THE COAL-MINES ACT.
(a.) Permitted Explosives.

(Regulations 128 to 134 inclusive.)
The following is a table showing the quantity of permitted explosive used and the number of shots

fired at New Zealand coal-mines during 1922 :—

Seventy-two per cent, of the coal produced in the Dominion during 1922 was broken down by
permitted explosive, and the average production of coal per pound of explosive used was 5-1 tons,
and per shot fired 4-5 tons.
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