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Sir,— Department of Lands and Survey, Wellington, 16th Augnst, 1922,

In accordance with the provisons of the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Act, 1915, 1
have the honour to submit herewith the report of the operations under the Aet for the year ended
31st March, 1922. I have, &e.,

J. B. Tnomeson,

Under-Secretary.
The Hon. D. TI. Guthrie, Minister of Lands,

REPORT.

Wnen the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Act, 1915, was passed and came into operation the
following year, it provided that Crown and scttlement land should be set apart for occupation by
discharged soldiers, and that advances should be made to enable them te improve and utilize their
holdings. The various amendments to the Act, particularly that of 1917, extended the Government’s
policy and authorized advances being made to discharged soldiers to enable them to purchase
hmns develop same, pay off mortgages on land held by them and to purchase or erect houses for
their personal occupation. Mmoovor, the scope of the Act was widened, and not only did it apply
to members of the Expeditionary Forces who had left New Zealand and served abroad, but many of
its privileges were extended to members of the Expeditionary Forces who were in camp at the time
of the Armistice, or who had been classed medically fit for active service and served in a training-
camp. 1t will thus be seen that the Government undertook obligations towards a very large scetion
of the community.

To completely fulfil all the requirements of the many entitled to apply necessarily involved
very large expenditure by the Government, which, however, grappled with the problem in a whole-
hearted manner. Land has been set aside from time to time, and up to the end of last year
1,367,761 acres of land had been proclaimed under the Act. Many discharged soldiers took advan-
tage of the opportunitics afforded them of sclecting land under the liberal tenures offered, and
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