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This entails a large expenditure of labour that has a definite value to the State. On a low assess-
ment the total value of such labour in each institution is as shown in Table 3 below :—

Table 3.—Value of Prison Labour employed on Prison Works and Industries, for which Cash Credits
are not obtained, for the Year ended 31st March, 1921.

Summary. £

Gash and financial credits for the year 1920-21 . . . . . . 39,136
Estimated value of prison labour employed on public works for which

neither cash nor financial credit was received . . . . . . 20,243
Estimated value of prison labour employed on farms, industries, or

domestic work, &c. .. .. .. .. .. .. 26,029
«

Total value of prison labour, 1920-21 .. .. .. £85,408
The, above figures show that, while the gross expenditure for the past financial year was £.127,444,

the total value of prison labour during the same period was £85,408.

' Tree-planting.

Last, year's report referred to the cessation of tree-planting by prison labour, and gave the final
figures covering the operations of the. Department in this direction since the scheme was first launched
in 1901. Our last afforestation cam]) on the Kaingaroa Plains was finally abandoned on the 31st July,
1920. The huts, buildings, plant, and material of all kinds were taken over by the Forestry Depart-
ment, the sum of £2,000 being credited to the Prisons vote to recoup the Prisons Department to
some extent for the expenditure incurred during the period of its occupation.

Employment of Prison Labour.
From the preceding tables it will be seen that the works organization of the Department has

shown tangible results, and that the high level attained last year has in no way been reduced. The
various works in progress when the 1919 20 report was written have been much advanced, and in
some cases completed, while other undertakings of considerable magnitude have been entered upon.
The report of the Inspector and Supervisor of Works sets out in detail the volume of work carried
through during the year at each of the institutions, prisons, or camps.

The breaking-iii and improvement of our different properties has proceeded so satisfactorily
that the time is fast approaching when it will be necessary to acquire other and larger areas of
unimproved land if the Department is to continue its policy of developing the public estate in the
interest of production and settlement. It is perfectly obvious that when our properties are fully
developed and have become cultivated farms there will not be sufficient employment in connection
with ordinary agricultural work to provide full and profitable occupation for all the men at present
available. This position has already had the attention of the Department, and a proposition has
been placed before the Government that, if accepted, will result in much useful work in the interest
of settlement being carried out within the next few years.

Payment of "Wages to Prisoners with Dependants.

In terms of the announcement made in last year's Budget, regulations were gazetted in
December, 1920, providing for the payment of wages to prisoners with necessitous dependants, the
new system operating as from the Ist: January, 1921. The rates of pay were fixed on a sliding scale,
rising from 6s. to Bs. per day for labourers, and from 7s. 6d. to 10s. per day for skilled workers, a
deduction of one-half the total weekly earnings being made to meet the cost of maintenance and
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Totals .. 1,777 1,910 9,067 138 2,136138 10,501 26,029
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