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When considering the labour value per capita of the prisoners of the Dominion it must be
remembered that our prison population is partly composed of derelicts who are unable to work, of
old men who are incapable of carrying out anything but the lightest tasks, and of men whose
previous avocations unfit them for manual labour until a considerable period after their admission.
The really able-bodied competent labourers among the prisoners are working fully as well as, if not
better than, men employed at similar work outside; but the large percentage of " drones "

necessarily causes the total output of work from the central prisons, where they arc confined, to be
loss than would otherwise be the case.

The cash receipts and credits brought to charge for the financial year are shown in detail in
Table 1 below :—

Table 1.—Cash received and Amounts credited to the Prisons Vote for the Year ended 31st March,
1921.

Value of Prison Labour for which neither Cash nor Financial Credits are received.
While the figures quoted in the preceding table indicate that a satisfactory cash return has been

obtained from the employment of able-bodied prisoners, much important work is carried out by the
Department for which no financial credit whatever is received. Under a standard system of inter-
departmental book-keeping a credit equivalent to the labour value of the work would be shown in
the general accounts, but under existing conditions each Department has to consider a charge made
against it by another Department as if it were a definite increase to the departmental expenditure,
whereas such payments arc merely transfers or book entries.

In order that a proper record may be kept of the value of all prison labour it has been the
Department's practice during the past few years to have the value of the work for which no payment
i-i received carefully estimated on strictly conservative lines at the end of the year, and the result
embodied in a tabular statement that is published in each year's report. The figures for 1920 21
are contained in Table 2 below :—

Table 2.—Total Value of Prison Labour employed on Roads, Buildings, Reclamation, Wall-building,
and other Public Works, for which no Financial Credit has been received, for the Year ended
31st March, 1921.

In addition to the large output of constructional and other reproductive work shown in the
two preceding tables, a large amount of prison labour is required to develop the farming properties,
to make boots and clothing for the inmates and officers, to carry on the domestic services, and to do
the numberless things that are necessary in connection with the management of the institutions.
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