1919,
NEW ZEALAND.

PUBLIC PETTTIONS A TO I, COMMITTEE

(REPORTS OF THE).

(Mg, BROWN, Ciamsas,)

Presented to the House of Representatives, and ordered to be printed

ORDERS OF REFERENCH.

Iiwtracts from the Journals of the House of Representatives.
WeoNEsDay, tHE 3rD DAY or SEpreMBier. 1919,

Ordered, " That Standing Order No. 219 be suspended, and that a Select C‘ommittee be appointed, consisting of
eleven members, Lo consider all petitions from A to L that may be referred to it by the Petitions (lassification
Committec ; to classify and prepare abstracts of such petitions in sueh form and manner as shall appear to it best
suited to convey to this House all requisite information respecting their contents, and to report the same from time
to time to this House, and have power to report its opinions and observations thereon to this House ; also to have
power to calt for persons and papers : three to be a quorum : the Committee to consist of Mr. Brown, Mr. I’ Fraser,
Mr. Harvis, Mr. Pare, Mro Payne, Mr. 'T0 W, Rhodes, the Hon. Me, Russell, Mr. G H. Smith, Dr. Thacker, Mr. Wright,
and the mover.”—(Right Hon, Mr. Massey. for Minister in Charge, Hon. Mr. Hinw)

THURSDAY, THE 23TH DAY oF NErPEMBER, 1919,
Ordered, © That all petitions not finally dealt with during the sessions of 1918 be again referred to the same
Committoes as they were referred to during the said sessions,”——(Right Hon. Mr. Massiy.)
WEDNESDAY, THE L6TH DAY or Ocrosier, 1919,

Ordered, ** That the report of the Public Petitions A to L. Committee on the petition of M. A. Harding be referred
back to that Committee in order that the report may be amended in accordance with the resolution passed by the
Committee.” (M. T W, Runobes,)
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REPORTS.

No. 47.—Petition of C. R. CuoiLMoNDRLEY-SMITH, of Oneroa.
Pravine that he may receive the military medals for service in the Maori War,
[ am directed to report that in the opinion of the Comnittee this petition should he referred

to the Government for favourable consideration.
24th September, 1919.

No. 45.—Peiition of W. H. Crarxr and 21 Others, of Auckland.

Prayive that they receive the full military peusion together with the old-age pension.
I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee the Government shounld be
requested to legislate ~o that military pensioners should be allowed to receive the additional benefit

of the old-age pension.
24th September, 1919.

No. 1 of 1918 —Petition of . G. Darzrenn. of Wellington.
Praving that legislation he cnacted so that the matural resonrces of the Dominion econld he
thoroughly developed.
T am directed to report that the Committee is of the opinion this petition should be referred
to the Industries Committee.
24th September, 1919,

No. 108.—Pctition of Ernsme Mary Hinn, of Christehurch.
Pravina that the payment of £100 gift duty on the sum of £2.000, personally supplemented by
the Hon, W. F. Wigram to an equal sum. for which a trust was formed for her benefit and the

henefit of her children, be refunded.
1 am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion this petitiou should be recommended
to the Government for favourable consideration, and that the praver of the petitioner be granted.

24th September, 1919.

No. 12 of Session IT, 1918 —Petition of Parrick Conrick, of Porirua.

Pravine that he be compensated for alleged wrongful arrest in connection with his being called
- up for military service, and that he he refunded i travelling-expenses. ‘

1 am directed to report that the Committee has no recommenda,tmn to make with regard to
this petition.

6th October, 1919.

No. 485 of 1917.—Petition of Joax Jamison, sen., of Dunedin.
Praviva that an inquiry be made into certain correspondence with the Soldiers’ Financial Assist-

ance Board.
I am directed to report that the (‘mnmlfteo has no recommendation to make.

6th October, 1919.

No. 104 of Session TI, 1918.—Petition of Leyranp-O’Brien Comeany (LimiTen), of Auckland.

Pravine for compensation for loss sustained through the seizure of their vessel hy the escaped

German prisoners.
I am directed to report that the Committee is stronglv of opinion that the Goveriiment should

urant reasonable compensation to the petitioners.
6th October, 1919.

No. 280.—Petition of W. J. ALEXANDER, of Anckland.
PraviNg for compensation for losses sustained by the refusal by the Administrator for permission

ta land at Samoa.
I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation te make.

15th October, 1919.

No. 122 of Seésion 11. 1918.—Petition of Pminir Barney, of Dannevirke.

Pravina that he may be granted adequate compensation for injuries received during an alleged
illegal assault committed b\ a returned soldier narmed Sergeant White,

I am direeted to vvpmf that in the opinion of the Comml‘riee this pehtmn should he referred
to the Government for consideration.

15th October, 1919,
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Nos. 64, 65, and 66 of Session 1T, 1918 —Petitions of M. I.. BamBrrry, 1. M. P. Burkg, and M. E.
Burkn, all of Ravensbourne.

Praving for compassionate allowance for injuries sustained through the alleged negligence of the
Defence authorities in allowing one Onslow Mayhew to retain the use of firearms.

I am directed to report that iu the opinion of the Committee the Defence Department is in
no way to blame, but, in view of the distressing civeumstances, 1t recommends the several petitions
to the favourable consideration of the Government.

15th October, 1919,

No. 116 of Session 11, 1918.—Petition of W. H. Brirrry and 9 Others, of Auckland.

Praving that the Mount Eden Quarry Reserve shiould not be leased to anv public or private hody
for purposes of quarrving or stone-crushing.

[ am directed to report that this petition should be referred to the Government for inquiry,
the Committee being of opinion that a renewal of the lease to the Auckland City Council should
uot be granted. ]

15th October, 1919.

No. 13 of Session I, 1918 —Petition of V. C. BucuaNan, of Christchurch,

Pravina that an inquiry be held into the eircumstances surrounding his being called up for service
in the New Zealaud BExpeditionary Force.

I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should he referred
to the Government for favourable consideration.

16th October, 1919.

No. 113 of Session 11, 1918.——Pétition of W. H. Crarkr, of Auckland.

Praving that e may be heard at the bar of the House in reference to his scheme of land-settlement
for soldiers,

I am directed to wpmr that the Conunittee reconmends the petition to the Government for
consideration.

16th October, 1919,

No. 46.—Petition of W. H. (rnargu, of Auckland.

Praving for a conpassionate allowance on aecount of deductions from his old-age pension.

[ am directed to report that the Commitiee is of opinion that the request of the petitioner
for one mouth’s pension should he referred to the Government for favourable consideration.

15th October, 1919,

No. 474 of 1917.-—Petition of H. A. M. CossmaN and 7,000 Others, of Wanganui.

Praving that all enemy aliens be interned.
T am directed to report that the Committee has no reconnnendation to make.
15th October, 1919.

No. 88 of Session 1T, 1918, —Petition of Husron Cournrrr, of Christchurch.

Praving for compensation for alleged wrongful detention in a mental hospital.
T am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.
15th October, 1919.

No. 487 of 1917.—Petition of W. A. D’Orinant, of Qamaru.

Praving that he may be granted compensation for the loss of his fishing-launch hy the foreclosure
of a mortgage.

T am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.

15th October, 1919.

No. 1.—Petition of Parricr LunnoN, of Wellington.

Puaving that he he granted the amount of monev to which he claims he is entitled for overtime
worked in the Internal Affairs Departient.

T am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion this petition should be referred to
the Government for favourable (mmderatlon

15th October, 1919.

No. 277.—Petition of B. B. Warrox and Others, of North Otago.

PrayiNa for assistance to the surviving victims of the Gemmell’s Crossing tragedy.

T am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee the Defence Department is in
no way to blame, but, in view of the distressing eircumstances, it recommends this petition to the
faveurable consideration of the Government,

156th October, 1919.
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No. 262.—Petition of Mary A. Harpina, of Palmerston North. (First Report.)

Pravine for a reduction of the death duties on a deceased relative’s estate.

T am directed to report that, in view of the existing legislation, the Comnittee has no recom-
mendation to make.

15th October, 1919.

No. 56.—Petition of R. J. Acanson, of Wairarapa.

Praying for a compassionate allowance or increase of his superannuation so as to provide a living
for his wife.

I am directed to veport that. owing to the very special cireumstances that have arisen since
the petition was presented, the (mnnnHeo hhave no recommendation to make, but would strongly
rge upon the Government that the charge for Mr. Acheson’s maintenance in the mental hospital
be remitted. ’

20th October, 1919.

No. 119.—Petition of C. A. BroowrirLp, of Southland.

Praviva for a gift of grass-seed to enable him to grass an area of hurnt bush land, which he is
unable to do without such help, heing totally blind. ‘

T am divected to report that upon this petition the Commiittee has no recommendation to
make, hut would urge upon the Government the great need for introducing legislation making
provision for the sustenance of blind people.

-20th October, 1919.

No. 120.—Petition of C. A. BroomrirLp, of Southland.

Praving for assistance to provide transport to New Zealand for his nephew and his wife and
child, to help him on his farm, he himself being totally blind.

T am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion the petltmn should be referred to the
Government for favourable consideration.

20th October, 1919.

Nos. 7 and 22.—Petitions of R. Fornustar and T.. Jones, of Auckland,

Pravrxa for half civil pay while members of the New Zealand Arioy Postal Service.

T am directed to veport that in the opinion of the 0011]1111t1(*(' this petition should he referred
to the Government for favourable consideration.

20th October, 1919,

No. 2.—Petition of Lirian M. Forsyra, of Palmerston North.

Praving for compensation for services rendered hy her late hushand, wlm was employed as a Dairy
Inspector and aceidentally killed in the course of his dut V.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that this petition should he referred
to the Government for consideration,

20th October, 1919.

No. 18.—Petition of MariaNn Fraser, of Christechurch.

PraviNg for further compassionate allowance on account of services rendered by her late hushand
while a member of the Police Force.

T am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should be referred
to the Government for favourable consideration.

20th October, 1919, '

No. 279.—Petition of Josmri Ingrey, of New Plymonth.

Pravinag that he may be awarded the Maori War Medal for services rendered during the Maori

War.
T am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should he referred

to the Government tfor favourable consideration.
20th October, 1919.

No. 246.—Petition of W. A. Jonnsron, of ‘Wellington.

IPravine for compensation for loss of wages and a refund of legal expenses incurred through
alleged wrongful arrest.

I am dirvected to veport that the Clommittee i of opinion this petition \hml]d be referved to
the Government for favourable consideration,

20th October, 1919,
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No. 242 —Petition of Ernizasurw A, Coneman, of Christchurch.

Praving for a compassionale allowance on account of the serviees rendered by her late husband
while he was a member of the New Zealand Defence Iorce.

I am divected to veport that in the opinion of (he Conmuittee this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration,

21st October, 1919.

17.—Detition of Henrturra V. M. Doonzrry, of Christchurch.

Praving for a compassionate allowance on account of the loss of her husband, who was a member
of the New Zealaud Expeditionary Forces.

I am directed to report that the petitioner should apply for the war pension under the pro-
visions of section 16, subsection (1) (0), of the War Pensions Amendment Act, 1917; and, further,
that the Committee directs the attention of the Government to clause 13 of the departmental report
ou this petition.

21st October, 1919.

No. 9.—DPetition of Dustins Tavirep, of Wanganui.
Pravisa for compensation for loss sustamcd n (011ncct10n with the purchase of canteen premises
at Trenthan,
[ am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion this petition should be referred to

the Government for favourable consideration.
21st October, 1919.

No. 262.—Petition of Many A. HagpiNa, of Palmerston North. (Second Report.)

I'eaving for reduction of the death duties on a deceased relative’s estate.

[ am directed to report that, on accouni of existing legislation, the Committee has no recom-
mendation to make on the praver of the petition, but recommends that legislation should be
introduced making a rveduction on death duties where the successors die within a year of each
other, thus to]lownw on the lines of the Death Duties Act, 1914, and Finance Act, 1914, of the
Im]wrlal Parliament.

218t October, 1919,

No. 3.—Petition of Humarucorr County Counoin, of Armagh Street, Christchurch, and 5 similar
Petitions (as per Schedule attached).
Praving for the repeal of clause 9 of the Selwyn County Subdivision Act, 1910.

I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Comuittee an amendment of the Act is
necessary in order that eacl county shall receive its full subsidy. The Committee recommends the
petitions for the consideration of the Government.

218t October, 1919.

SCHEDULE.
No. 39. -Selwyn County Council. No. 282.- Springs County Council
No. 247.-—Ellesmere County Council. No. 283.—Paparoa County Council,

No. 281.-~Halswell County Couneil. |

No. 16.—Petition of Ivan Braok, of Auckland.
Praving for redress for alleged wrongful prosecution.
1 am directed to report that in the opinion of the Connnittee this petition should be referrved
to the Goverument for favourable consideration.
22nd October, 1919.

No. 295.—Petition of C. H. CLeMins, of Wellington.

Pravize for inquiry into the methods used by the Defence Department for the transportatlon of
hiy son, an invalided soldier who &ubsuquentlv died.

1 am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should be referred
to the Government for favourable consideration and inquiry, The Committee desires to express
its sympathy with the petitioner in the loss ‘of his son, and places on record the high sense of
duty actuating him iu presenting the petition, its purpose being to make a recurrence of his
unfortunate case impossible.

22nd October, 1919.

No. 269.—Petition of T. M. Driscor1, of Wellington.
Prayineg for an inquiry into his claim for military pension.
I am directed to report that the Committee recommends that the petition be referred to the
Government for immediate and favourable consideration, and that the pension granted be such

as will, together with the salary he is receiving, enable the petitioner to properly provide for a
howme.

27th October, 1919,
2—I. 1.
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No. 306.—Petition of Winrian Earn, jun., of Waikari. ’

Praviza for refund of penalty for late payment of land-tax.

I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this putltwu should be referred
to the Government for favourable consideration.

27th October, 1919,

No. 118.—Petition of T. A, Hu~nrer and 306 Others, of Wellington.
Praving that inequitable discrimination in the matter of relief under the Military Service Aect
be not cxercised.
I am dirvected to veport that the Conmnittee is of opinion this petition should e 1ciuud to

the Government for consideration.
27ih October, 1919,

No. 308.—Petition of Freming anp Co., of Gore.

Praving for a refund of duty on automatic packetmg -machine.

1 an directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that, owing to the special circum-
stances, the petition should be referred to the favourable wnsldu'ahon of the Government to
refund the excess duty upon the firm entering into a bond to pay the full duty iu the event
of the machinery being used other than in the preparation of foodstufly, or disposed of.

4th Novernber, 1919.

No. 357.—Petition of Eminy J. Acueson, of Masterton.

Praving that a sun of money be granted her by way of compassionate allowance to enable her to
pay off certain liabilities.

[ am directed to report that iu the opinion of the Committee this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration

4th Novewber, 1919,

No. T0.—Petition of W. I'. Gorpox, of New Plymouth.

Praving for compensation for loss of half-pay while on leave from the Survey Departiment.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion the petition should be referred to
the Government for favourable consideration.

4th November, 1919.

No. 292.—Petition of Rosrrr Hoyrn, of Arapohue.

Praying for a survey of route for branch railway to connect Dargaville and Northern Wairoa with
the Main Trunk Hne via Mititai, Raupo, and Ruawai.

I amn divected to report that in the opinion of the Committee the petition should be referred to
the Government for inquiry.

4th November, 1919.

FinaL Reporr.
I am directed to report—
The Committee during the session held 10 meetings.
The Committee dealt with 54 petitions.
The nuwinber of petitions recommended for immediate and favourable consideration was 1.
The number recommended for favourable consideration was 23,
The number recommended for consideration was 13.
The number referred to other Committees was 1.
The number on which the Committee had no recommendation to make was 8.
The number held over until next session was 2.
The nwumber referred for inquiry was 2.
The number withdrawn was 1.
The number not dealt with was 3.
4th November, 1919,

Approximats Cost of Paper.—1Ur  »-:tion, not given; printing (650 coi)ies), £5.

By Authority : Marcus F. Marks, Government Printer, Wellington.—1919.
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