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With regard to the sex of public-school teachers, the figures below show that
the proportion of men to women teachers is still increasing, although not to the
same extent as in recent years. In 1917 there was a decrease of 118 in the actual
number of male teachers as compared with the previous year ; in 1918 the decrease
was only seventeen, and it is considered that with the number of men released
from, military duty and returning to the teaching profession in 1919 the falling-off
in numbers will be entirely arrested, ft is to be expected that in small schools
with twenty pupils or less in attendance there will be a large preponderance of
women teachers, and the figures show that in such schools only one in every six
teachers is a male teacher. In schools with over twenty scholars, however, nearly
one in every three adult teachers is a male teacher, the ratio of men to women,
being 100 : 227. If anything in the vicinity of this proportion can be maintained
there will be little cause for anxiety, it being freely acknowledged that women are
suitable teachers for three-fourths of the school population. The very small, number
of males among the pupil-teachers and probationers in recent years, and the small
proportion of men students at the training colleges, has raised the doubt as to
whether a sufficient number of men were entering the profession to maintain the
desirable proportion of male teachers in future years. It is reported that the
increased salaries and allowances recently provided for pupil-teachers and proba-
tioners have resulted in larger numbers of male candidates applying for entrance
to the profession in 1919, and an increase in the number of men students at training
colleges also took place in 1918, which will probably be still greater in 1919. It is
also to be remembered in considering the entrants to the profession that the average
length of service of women teachers is much shorter than that x>f men, so that the
disparity between the numbers of the men and women of a given year gradually
lessens with the passing of time.

The following figures show in detail the position with regard to the population
of men teachers and women teachers in the primary schools :—

1915. 1916. 1917. 1.918.
M. ,l<\ M. V. M. F. M. V.

Ratio of adult male to adult female
teachers-—

Schools with I. to 20 scholars .. 100: 323 100 : 386 100: 544 100 : 523
Schools with more than 20 scholars 100: 176 100 : 194 100 : 213 100 : 227
All schools .. .. .. 100 : 193 100 : 214 100: 240 100: 253

Ratio of male pupil-teachers to female
pupil-teachers .. .. .. 100: 344 100: 379 100: 391 100 : 425

Ratio of male to female teachers (in-
cluding pupil-teachers), all schools .. 100: 205 100: 228 100: 254 100 : 267

Comparisons with the statistics of other countries show that (including junior
or student teachers or persons in similar positions) in the United States of America
2 in every 10 teachers are men, in Ontario 2 in every 8, in England 2 in every 8,
in Victoria 2 in every 6, in Queensland 2 in every 5, in New South Wales 2 in
every 4, while in New Zealand the corresponding figures are 2 in every 7.

Salaries op Primary Public-school Teachers.
(Table E4.)

The total amount of all salaries and allowances at the rates payable on the
31st December, 1918, was £935,180, an increase of £38,534 over the amount for
the previous year, which largely represents increases in salary. The amount is
made up as follows :— &

Adult teachers'salaries .. .. .. .. .. .. 844,615
Pupi!-teachers'salaries and allowances .. .. .. .. 42,995
Probationers'allowances .. .. .. .. .. 22,170
House allowances to head or sol • teachers where residence is notprovided 25,400

£935,180
The above figures do not include the equivalent of house allowance where

residences are provided, estimated, at £31,800, nor the additional amounts paid to
head teachers for the supervision of secondary departments of district high schools,
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