E.—1. 52

Section 50 of the Industrial Schools Act provides for the placing of inmates
of industrial schools in situations and for part of their earnings to be placed in
trust accounts in the Post Office Savings-bank. There are some two thousand
such trust accounts, representing about £60,000. Though these earnings cannot
be claimed as a right, in practice they are generally paid over to the persons
concerned who, after passing out of the control of the schools, are able to give
evidence of good character, provided that satisfactory investments for the money
are shown.

Admassions during the Year and the Reasons for Admussion.

During the year 381 children were committed to industrial schools, and an
analysis of the state of these children prior to admission shows that 101 were
destitute, 4 vagrants, 15 residing in disreputable surroundings, 141 not under proper
control, and 84 either accused or guilty of punishable offences. Of these 381, only
101 were actually in residence at industrial schools at the end of the year, so that
280 were pl(t(ed out at board, in situations, or with friends on probation, either
on admission or after a short peuod of residence at an industrial school.

INvaNT-LIFE PROTECTION.

The purpose of this system is to provide supervision and protection for
infants boarded out by their parents or guardians in circumstances that might
lead to their neglect or ill treatment. Unless licensed as a foster-parent, no
person in consideration of any payment or reward may receive or take charge of
an infant for the purpose of nursing or maintaining it apdrt from its parents or
guardians for longer than seven consecutive days. “ Infant’ means a child under
six years of age. Besides the district agents, duly appointed officers who are
qualified nurses have full power to inspect the licensed homes. 1If necessary the
Education Department may take over the maintenance of a child, recovering the
cost from the parents or guardians, and the foster-parent’s license may be revoked,
the children in the home being otherwise provided for as the Minister may direct.
Payment of a premium on the adoption of a child brings the case within the
provisions of the Act.

The number of homes licensed at the end of the year was 1, OGO and the total
number of children in them during the year was 1,349, a decrease of 12 for the
year. Of this total, the number of infants under one year was 293 ; 6 children
died, being 0-44 per cent. of those in the homes. Of that number, 3 died in foster-
homes and 3 in hospitals or nursing-homes to which they had heen removed for
treatment, so that the deaths in foster-homes represented 0-22 per cent. only of
the total number dealt with.

The expenditure in connection with infant-life protection for the year ended
3lst March, 1919, was £1,194 ; for the preceding year the amount was ,ﬁl 219.

SPECIAL SCHOQOLS.
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