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Ter.reraM from the Hicu CoMMIss1oNER FOrR NEW ZearnaNp to the Right Hon. the Primr MinisTiR,
‘ dated 18th :March, 1918.

Butter : With reference to your telegrams 12th February and 13th Mavch: Food Controller
hopes to be able fo.shortly furnish me. with pmhculdr% as to basis for assessmg, on 1'ece1pt of which
1 will express opinion, ' . ‘

TrLBGRAM from the Hiau (Jommb\m\fm FOR NEW ZEALAND to the Right Hnn the PRNL MINISTER,
dated 15th May, 1918.

With reference to profit-sharing on butter “after deducting costs, Food Ministry computes
margin of 34s. to 36s. for division, but delay may- oceur, and- thele mav be difficnlties in arr iving
at Jmt estimate of relative proportion of costs:  Would plodu(em prefer to wait, or accept.
say, half above amount? Figures have been supplied hy Butter (‘heese Imports Cominittee in
support of their estimate, and theqe are stated to be ba,sed on actual account sales. :
TrLroram from the Right Hon. the, BRIME,_MINI,STER, IAQndnn, to the -Hon. the Acring Privn

Mixisrin,. Wellington, dated-19th - June, 1918,

Purchase of butter next season depends on abllltv supplv space Further information pro-
mised in a few weeks. ‘ ’

Terreram from.the Hon. the Acrmvg Prive MiNISTER to the Hron CoMMIsSIONER FOR NEW ZEALAND,
dated 12th October, 1918,

Daivy-produce : - Position ‘is becoming most awkward becausé of extraordinary delay in com-
pletion negotlatlons sale and purchase. Factories are experiencing greatest difficulty in arrang-
ing finance, and Government has been approached to assist in meeting considerable payments
due to suppliers on 20th instant. Should be greatly obliged if vou would use every endeavour
to expedite proceedings and cable earliest possibly reply.—J. Avinn.

Terranram from the Right Hon. the Primr MinistEr to the Hien Coyarrszrionur ror Nrw ZBALAND,
dated Wellington, 28th.October, 1918.

Dairy-produce: Yesterday T met Dominion Butter and Cheese Coramittees, who unanimously
desire that purchases of butter and cheese should be considered separately. Price offered for
cheese, 104d. per pound, was accepted for two yeais, but disappointment was expressed at price
offeréed for butter. Butter Committee of opinion that 196s. asked is reasonable, and in view of
selling-prices in United Kingdom would leave generous margin profit to Tmperial Government.
Clommittee furthetr states that 181s. offered would, 'in view of heavy increase in cost materials
manufacture, return less per pound butter-fat to suppliers than that returned two vears ago,
and very considerably less than that returnable for cheese at 103d. Committee hopes prices will
he reconsidered and 196s. agreed to. To enable shipping-space available to be utilized it is
urgently necessary that final. decision of -Imperial Government be telegraphed earliest possible
moment.,  Presume that. conditions  regarding advances which applied to last season’s produce
will continue, and it is further. requested that Imperial Government will, in view of difficulty in
obltaining cover here, accept risk from factory-door instead of from f.o.b., and also pay storage
charges after twentv-eight days. As season so far advanced, would greatly appreciate prompt
attention, ' :

Trureray from the Right Hon, the Parii MmvisTai to the Hign ComMiss1ioNER von Nuw ZRATLAND,
' dated 14th November, 1918,

With refercuce to my telegram 29th Oetober and vour telegram Tth November : Butter Com-
inittee agree to accept 181s. for two years. They urgently request you to endeavour to get pur-
chasers accept insurance from, factory-door and storage charges after twentv-cight ddvs Thev
trust. vou will make clear to the Imperial Government that the price is ])eln;, accepted under
protest in view of price fm' other hutters and for cheese.

TRLRGRANM from the HIOH COMMLMIONLR FOR NLw Zraranp to the Right Hon. the Privie MiNvsren,
dated 18th November, 1918,

Dairv-produce: Wlth Jefelonce to your:telegram of 15th November, 1 have interviewed Food
Controller, and as result I think that we may expect payment of storage after butter has heen
in store for two months.  He has promised to submit to Treasury proprietv of assuming risk from
Lictory-door to, £.0.h. ; o

A i
Trrearan from the Right Hon. the Priym Mivtstir to the Hicn CorrissioNmi rorw NuW ZRALAND,
dated . 21st . November, 1918,

Butter: For finaneial rcasons very anxious to know whether we can assume that pending

the settlement of the question of storage and insurance, transaction has heen completed. Telegraph
reply with least possible delayv.

Tiurmanram from the Hicu ComyrsstoNer vor NEw Znuaranp to the Right Hon. the Privr MiNistir,
dated 25th November, 1918.

Daivy-produce: With refevence to your telegram of 21st. November, you can take it thai
fransaction closed at 103d, for cheese and £9 lq ‘for butter. Storage af‘rer two rmonths to bhe
paid by Food Ministry. Food Controller just waiting formal approval of Treasurv before
officially confirming. Tood ) Ministry make condition that during the period of contract cheesc
shall not represent worve thaw. &1 per cent. of the fofal ~Puring last season cheese represented
76 per cent. ’
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