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Patriotic funds raised in the United Kingdons Jor relief or distress caused through the war
are designated *t war charities,” and cowe under the control of the Charity Commissioners who
deal with charities in general.  In the last report of the Charity Conumissioners dealing with
patriotic funds or wur charities the following rewarks appear : ** The expericnee of the working
of this Act during the short peviod it has been in operation has convinced us of the great value
of some such coutrol as that afforded by the Act over the charities supported by voluntary con-
tributions; and we hope that the suceess of this experiment in the case of o limited eclass of
charity may lead eventually to further legislation on the subject, by mweans of which the
adptnistration of charities of every description niay be strengthened and safeguarded in the
public interest.”  This might also be written regarding the control over war funds exercised
1 the Dominiow.

Revaeation of Naturalezation Act, 19107 - Letters of naturalization granted to five persons
of ency alien origin were revoked.

Nub-Departinents.—-The ellect of the war on these branches of the Deparoment is shown in
the attached reports of the oflicers in charge.

New Zeadund Guzette.—Seventy-seven Guzettes Kot raordinary, containing exclusively matter
dealing with the war, were published during the vear.

National War Musewm. -In June, 1917, notification o the establishaneni of & National War
Muscum was received from the Iperial Governmient.  The purpose of the Muscium is set out i
the following statewent by Sir Martin Conway, the Dircetor-General :- -

NatioNan War Muoseos,

The War Cabinet has accepted the proposal of Sir Alfred Mond (First: Commissioner ol Works), to establish a
muscam in London commemorative of the war.  The needful preliminary steps having heen taken and a nucleas
organization set up, it is necossary to obtain the co-operation of every member of the lighting Forees of both services
at the earliest possible moment.  Only by such co-operation can the desived vesult be attained.  His Majesty the Kmg
has been pleased to express his sympathy with the proposed War Muscum, and he trusts that it may be made thoroughly
representative of the achievemonts of all units engaged in the war, both in the combatant and non-combatant services,

The Musceuny, heside in the first instance illustrating as fully as possible the operations of the Navy all over the
world and of the Army on all the fronts, will be so arranged as to st forth the activitios and accomplishments of the
several units, and special attention will he paid to the record of ships and regiments. There will be sections devoted
to the forees of cach of the Dominions.  There will also be it section illustradive of women’s work.

By private and public initintive similar enterprises have been et on foot in Allicd and in enemy countrics. It is
not- desirable that the historian of the future should have to go abroad to pursue his studies in German muscus through
lack of material provided at home.  The length of time that has already passed sinee the beginning of the war, and
the consequent transfer into private hands of countless memorials of priceless value for the future, vender the generous
co-operation of such owners essential. This ix specially trae in respeet of documents of all kinds. Life on shipboard
and in the tronches produces a transiont literature and art of 1ts own. "Phie Musceun should possess all the ship and
trench magazines, journals, poems, popular songs, characteristic private letters, writings, sketehes, cavicatures, maps,
and so forth,  The Admiralty, the War Office, and the Ministry of Munitions witl deposit in the muscum the large mass
of ofticial exhibits, but such an assemblage will be a dead accumulation unless it is vitalized by contributions expressive
of the action, the experiences, the valour, and the endurance of individuals,  “The brave men who have performed herofe
deeds, and too often laid down their lives for their country in the performance, must be conumemorated by their
portraits.  The photographic record of persons and places must be as complete as possible.

Much that would have been of great value to the national collection as already desuroyed 5 more 15 - unminent
peril of destruction, A general co-operation is necded to preserve everything that can be saved,  Models of partieular
parts of the front are made to serve the needs of the day and cast aside when they have performed theiv purpose.  Fvery
one of themis wanted,  Men emiploy their enforced lesiure in making all kineds of memorials 5 gilts of such representative
sonvenirs will be valued.  The light side of things should he illustrated as well as the frighttul tragedy of war.

When peace returns and men are back at home the years will pass and memory of the great days and adventures
through which they lived will grow dim. 1t is the purpose of the muscum 1o be a place which they can visit with their
comrades, their frieads, or their children, and there revive the past and behold agan the great guns and other weapons
with which they fought, the uniforms they wore, pictures and models of the ships and trenchies and dug-onts in which
weary hours were spent, or of positions which they carvied and ground every yard of 1t memarable to them. They will
then be glad to recall also the oceupations of their hours of leisure. They will be able to look up the likenesses of the
men they knew, some of whon, it may be, fell fighting beside them, The hest possible eesulto will be desived by adl, Let
all cocoperate heartily and it will be attained.

An bndia aud Donnuions Committee of the Muscunn, o which twe New Zealad representa-
tive s the o Sir Thomas Mackenzie, Higlh Cowmnuissioner, has been sel up for the purpose of
making representative collections illustrating the war aciivities of India and the self-governing
dominions.

The National War Museum will have first claine on adl trophies captured by huperial, Tudian,
and Dominion Forces, but iu return the Imperial Govermment will probably supply trophies
caplured by the British Army and Navy. Material illusteating New Zealand’s part in the war
will he forwarded to Bngland from time to tine.

Erhiliition of War Trophies at Burlington House. - A an exhibition of war trophies, photo-
graphs, &c., organized by ihe Joint War Covnuittee of the Brivish Red Cross Society and the
Ovder of St John, opened at Burlington House (Royal Academny of Arts) under the anspices of
the Tmperial War Muscamn on the Tth January, 1918, New Zeadand was represented by a seleetion
of the best phiotographs taken by our photographer at the front.

Wear Seetion, Dominion Musewm.—This branch of the Domimion Muscn s designed Lo
illustrate the part taken by New Zealand as  whole in the war.  The Direetor’s report, printed
i the appendis hereto. shows that excellent progress has heen made during (he past year. By
the 31st Mareh last the New Zealand official photographer at the front had forwavded over four
Lundred photographs of the Expeditionary Force taken at the front. Four copies of cacli photo-
eraph are furnished. and the principal New Zealand illustrated papers are allowed to reproduee
such of the photographs as they deem of immediate interest to theiv readers. a charge of 5. per
photograph being made. A lantern-slide of each photograph is wade by the Govermment Printer.
and these slides will form not the least interesting and valuable records in the War Section of
the Muoscunt.

Wer Colleetions by Provineial Musewms. The claims of provincial musemns are not being
overlooked, The Defence Department advises that in the final allocation loeal mmscims, as far
ax possible, will be given trophies captured by the units raised locally.
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