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WANGANUI.
Exeracr proy rie Rerowr or tur Dirseror or Masuan anp TsosNican INSTRUCTION.

The rural course was continued at each of the six distriet high scliools, the number of pupils
who took the course being 189, The annual stock camp was beld at Mr. Short’s Almadale
Farm in Marveh, fifty-five bo\s being in atteudance. A new departure was made by cxcluding
horses alimost mltllel\' from the progranie and substituting the Southdown sheep.  Some valuable
lexsons weve given to the boys on the Rowney. Southdown, and Hereford. The sum of £10 10s.
was donated by the Feilding Agricultural and Pastoral Society for prizes in connection with the
examination held at the wndusmn of the camp.

A camyp for agricultural instruction was held at the Central Development Larin at Weraroa
for ten davs in October.  Thirty-four boys attended. Practical work was given groups of the
bovs in the milking-shed and (lzLir)‘ every day.  The hoys wperated the null\mg machines and
assisted in the eleaning of the shed. machines, and utensils.  They also had some practise in
preparing seed- potalo(.\ for the planting-wachine.  The almost continuous rain prevented much
outdoor work being done, hut the bovs gained some insight into the management of a moderately
large farm (803 acres).  Lessons and demonstrations on farm practice, farm buildings, silos,
umla"c pastires, inseet pests, weeds, plant-selection, and wool-classing were given.

Ilu, annual shearing and wool-classing camp was held at \[(mnt Stewart at the end of
November.  Twenty ])0\\ attended, fifteen of whom had lad no previous expevience. 837 sheep
and lambs were shorn. The programme of work included, in addition to shearing, the grinding
and sctting of shears; wool classing and pressing; branding, drafting, &e.

HAWKIE’S BAY.
Exrract rroy rne Rusrorr or vk Knvcarion Boann.

As in previous years, the lirst- and second-year pupils of the district high schools tuok the
rural course.  As far as hoth work and numbers are concerned the year was very successful.  The
pupils in the first two years covered the programmme of work in science subjects for the Public
Service Entrance Fxamination.  In the thivd and fourth years natural science was taken up to
Matriculation standard.  The following table shows the average yvearly attendance at the rural
course classes and Matriculation seicnee classes :—

Rural Course. Matriculation Grand

. - Second Science e

First Year " Total.

' Yoat. Conrse,

Hastings .. | 20 14 6H
Waipawa .. o2 17 i) 19
Woodville ... o 16 6 6 2R
70 13 29 142

Fifty-seven pupils deft during the vear, of whom twenty were first-year pupils, twenty-five
sucnud—'\cu pupils, and {welve third- and fourth- vear pupils: e, 26 per cent. of the pu]ulx that
entered at the beginning of the yvear did not (ompktc a vear in the secondary school, and 41 per
cent, left before completing two years,  Phe fact 18 greatly to be regretted, aud it is to be hoped
that in the near future the Education Department will recognize the national importance of com-
pelling all pupils who pass the Sixth Standard to continue their studies for at least two yegrs at
sotne seeondary school.

SXTRACT FROM THE RErORT or Tik INSPECTORS 0F SCHOOLS.

The results achieved in the ihree distriet high scliools at the end of the yvear were very satis-
factory.  Two pupils of Waipawa District High School qualified under the regulations for higher
leaving certificates.  Towards the end of the vear the voll number of Waipawa District High School
was reduced owing to the withdrawal of the children hitherto conveyed from Waipukurau, where
the local authorities hiave avranged to form a Seventh Standard.  The true solution of the problem
of secondary instruction in the combined distriets lies, in owr opinion, in the establishment of
a central technical high sehool with an agricultural bias, and we hope to see this proposal taken
seriousty in land after the war.

lxreracr rron iy Ruvorr or wor Dimseron or Manuvan ann TeonNiean INSTRUCTION.

As in previous vears, the first- and second-year pupils of the district high schools take the
rural course,  The alteration in the railway tine-table iuterfered considerably with the
arrangements under which the manual and technical instructors had been working in previous
vears.  The duration of sowe of the classes in seience work had to be curtailed, whilst in wood-
work and cookery the amount of time devoted to these subjects had to be reduced from two hours
to one hour and a half in the primary elasses.

The introduction of agricultural bursarics by the Fducation Department, tenable at certain
Government demonstration farins, iy a step in the right direction, and will allow senior boys in
the district bigh schools to continue their cducation in agricultural subjects. Pupils who have
passed the Matriculation Kxamination ov who lave lower leaving certificates ave cligible for these
bursaries. It is hoped that our matriculation hoys will compete for bursaries this year.

The gavden-work at the three centres has been satisfactory during the vear. The experiments
witly potatoo at Hastings centre commenced in 1916 have been continued. During the year twelve
fruit-trees were planted at Huastings garden. In connection with the dairy science of the rural
course, the pupils of the district high schools visited the butter-factories at Dannevivke, Wai-
puklu'ra‘u, and Hastings in order to sce testing and buttermaking carried out under modern factory
conditions,



	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables

