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In addition to the Native village schools, three primary mission schools for
Maor children and ten boardimg-se hools dﬁoldmg more advanced education to
Maons were inspected by the ]nspc(,tms of Native Schools. Throughout the
Dominion there were 574 public schools at which Maori children were in attend-
ance, this number being seventy-three more than the corresponding number for
the previous year. Thus the total number of schools under inspection where
Maori children were receiving instruction was—

Native village schools . . ..o 118
Native nission schools subject to Inspec ion by the lmlu</¢t1<)11 l)cp‘ul/mult . 3
Public schools at which Maori scholars were in attendance .. . .. D74
Total number of primary schools .. .. . ()‘)")

Native bourding-schools affording secondary education to M aorls L. .10
Total .. .. .. . . .. 705

The following table shows the number of Native village schools classified
according to grade for the years 1916 and 1917 :—
o o

1916, 1917,
(rade | (average attendance 9-20) .. . . ..o 13 16
. I (average attendance 21-25) .. . .. .. 16 19
- L1t (average attendance 26-35) . . .2 26
LAt (average attendance 36-50) . .. o039 33
. A (average attendance (B1-80) . .. o 16 i5
o (average attendanee 81-120) .. .. .. 7 8
o IVA Guvernge attendance 121-160) .. . .. 2 L
118 s

New Buiddings.

New school buildings were completed at Pamapuria carly in the year, and the
erection of new l)mldmtrs was put in hand at Moerangi. The erection of temporary
buildings at . duatalina has been undertaken by the Maoris and is nearing com-
pletion.  Additional class-room  accommodation was provided at three schools
during the year, and the inereased attendance at several other schools will neces-
sitate In these cases, likewise, the provision of additional accommodation.

Roll. Number and Attendance.

The number of pupils on thc rolls of Native village schools at the end of
1917 was —Boys, 2,697, girls, 2,476 : total, 5,173. Included in these numbers
arc 292 hoys and 259 on]s who are lumopw,m leaving 4,622 Maori children—
62 more than in 1916, The following are some figures for the years 1916 and
1917 in connection with the attendance at Native vill age schools —

1916, 1917,
Number on rolls at end of year . . - Lo 5,132 5,173
Average weekly roll number .. .. .. .o 5,0 5,191
\wmﬂc \mlly attendance ) .. .. .o 4,501 4,507
Pere cntmw of regularity of atte nd(lnm .. .. . 86-3 86-8

The average weekly roll number, average attendaunce, and percentage of
regularity  of attendance were pl(l(‘tl(‘&“y the same in 1917 as in 1916, The
pereentage of regularity of attendance (86-8) in view of the special conditions
applicable to Native schools, may be regarded as sufficiently good. Of the 118
schools, thirty-eight gained over 90 per cent. in regularity of attendance, while
twenty-one failed to reach 80 per cent.

The number of pupils on the rolls of the Native mission schools at the end
ol 1917 was 124, and on the rolls of Native boarding-schools 487. The total
number of children on the roll, at the end of the vear, of Native village, mission,
and 1)()dldlllg~b( :hools visited and Inspected by the Inspectors of this Depalbment
was therefore 5,784.  The following are the figures for the years 1916 and 1917 1n
respect of the three classes of Native schools mentioned :—

1916. 1917,
Conbined rolls of Native schools .. . .. .. 5,709 5,784
Combined average weekly roll number o . ..o 5718 5,806
Combined average yearly attendance . . .. 5,001 5,073

Percentage of regularity ol attendunce .. . oo 8T8 874
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