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Thiity-eight cars were under construction in the railway workshops at close of the year, but
owing to want of material the work is progressing very slowly. '

Brake-vans.—~The number of brake-vans on the line on the 1st April, 1917, was 440, and the
number on the 31st March, 1918, was 444, Four new vans were built and added to stock.

The following table shows the work done on brake-vans during the year :—

! Number ) Paint
Description i passed Built  Thoroughly | Heavy Light | Painted. | touched
: ‘ through new.  overhauled, | Repairs. { Repairs. o ur
! Shops. p-
1
Brake-vans .. . .. 731 4 10 260 457 161 200

Twelve bogie vans were under construction at close of the year.

Wagons.--The wagon stock on the Tst April, 1917, consisted of 21,940 vehicles, and the number
on the 31st March, 1918, was 22,073, Sixteen wagons were sold.  One hundred and forty-nine new
wagons were built and added to stock. Of this number 137 were additional stock, and the balance,
twelve, was to replace wagons sold.

The carrying-capacity of wagon stock was increased by 2,547 tons, equal to 1-35 per cent., or an
equivalent of 425 ordinary wagons.

The following table gives p(u'tu ulars of work done on wagons durmu tho year i—

N‘;’f‘gﬁ" f Thoroughly| o0 Lioht ! Paint
Description. tg r’s L |Built new. ’ Re-erected. Rebuilt. | over- R © a"]y, R 180 ! Painted. | touched
hrough hauled, | Fepairs. | Repairs. up.
' bhops. | | l
Wagons .. ! 21, 712 149 \ ‘i 41 62 5,090 ’ 16,358 | 3,563 I 9,029
B N

One thousand and ﬁfty wagons were under construction in the ra,llwu,v workshops at the
close of year, and comprised 175 lmuw and 875 four-wheel wagons, but the work is proceeding very
slowly owing to want of material.

T'arpardins.—The turpaulin stock on the Ist April, 1917, was 17,532, and on the 31st March, 1918,
the number was 17,632. One hundred new tarpaulins were made in railway workshops and added to
stock ; 692 worn-out tarpaulins were condemned and written off, und replaced with u similar number
of new tarpaulins.

The following table gives detdlh of the Wnrl\ on tdl p‘mlms for the year:

\ |

i ‘ (‘ondemnod |
. . Number passed | Manufactured | and replaced .
Description. - through Shops. new, with New Repaired.
[ | Tarpaulins.
Tarpauling .. .. .. .. } 20,658 ’ 100 J 692 : 19,866

Nmo hundred and fifty tarpauling were being manufactured in the railway workshops ab the
close of the year, but the shortage of canvas is seriously retarding the work,
btatzomuy anmes med Cranes.. The re]mus and lenewah during the year were as fo]]ows —

. i ‘ ; Bmler-rcpa,m
o 4 ! | B e a
=R B g l g | ! -
R ) B &, 3 oo : 'E 2 & e
Description. , Boe i ;& : ] = ‘51. | €& [ 8. S £
- o R - R T S - - B B~ =P N A ol B
Sl e S 2|2l 3 88 2178 27
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| | .
Hand-cranes ' 21 8| 131 5 8 .. } . E i ..
Steam-cranes 25 8| 11| 6 7 3| e b 2
Stationary engines . | 31 . 3| LT 24 1 2 1] 11
Pile-drivers and hoisting-engines. . 6 1 5| 2 ‘ 2 Lo ‘ A
Preumatic cranes 2 1 SRR Lo !
J ! I

Axles—During the year 512 car, van, and wagon axles were replaced with modern steel axles ;
this number does not include axles for new rolling-stock. The steel axles increase the carrying-
capaeity of each wagon by 2 tons.

Westinghouse Brake.~-The work of equipping engines and rolling-stock on the Westland Section
is in hand, but so far only the Greymouth-Otira passenger-trains have been equipped, owing to want
of material. Mfficient arrangements are in force for the examination and upkeep of the West-inghous«
brake. All new engines and rolling-stock built for sections upon which the air-brake is in operation
are equipped with it before being put into service, ,
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