23 C.—3.

L]

during the coming winter will complete the area available. Several small compartments through-
out, however, will require to be attended to, and the replanting of hardwoods and Piceas where
desirable will be undertaken gradually.

Excellent headway in tree-growth has been made throughout. In every situation Pinus
Laricio, P, ponderosa, and . radiata ave succeeding, and fortunately no ill effects of wind-
pressure are noticcable amongst these trees, notwithstanding the exposed positions they occupy.
Anticipations have not been realized here regarding the trial planting of Kucalyptus Macarthuri
and #, wiminalis. The young trees have rooted, but evidently the cold, sour nature of the surface
does not mect their requirements, and success in gum-planting in this district can only be
attained by planting on warm hillsides. The usual maintenance-work occupied the attention
of five men, whose services will require to be retained. An excellent return from our sheep-
grazing proposition again resulted; and, moreover, in no previous year were the fire-lines kept
in such an cfficient state.

A sum of £837 1ls. 3d. was expended in fhe various works during the year, thus increasing
the total expenditure at this station to £31,370 11s. 5d.

Rainfall, Temperature, &c

|
! Number of Temperaturo. Number of
Month. '\ Rainfall. ' Days Rain |[—- -~ - <1 Days Frosts
v ‘ 1 fell. Maxinmum, Minimum. occurred.
_ E ‘ - - o

1916. In. i Deg. F. Deg. It.
April . .. .o 1-15 [ 9 68 30 4
May .. .. . 269 ! 9 60 28 11
June .. .. A T T 12 54 30 13
July .. .. . 1-45 ! 8 54 24 16
August . .. . 3-22 ! 10 63 28 14
September . . .. Lo 297 12 62 28 7
October .. .. ce 0-86 10 70 28 5
November .. . . 4:05 14 78 30 2
December .. .. . 0-53 ‘ 3 82 38

1917. | , '
January . .. e 3-06 ‘ 10 82 38
February .. .. o 564 18 80 34 ..
March .. . . 301 | 11 81 29 2

Totals .. . ‘ 32:30 | 126 N . 74

PurErav Prantariow, Oraco,

(Area, 628 acres; altitude, from 700 ft. to 1,400 ft.; commenced operations, 1915.)
(H. Howe, Plantation Foreman.)

Much delay was experienced in securing fencing-material for completing this enclosure, with
the result that the extermination of rabbits, which were unusually plentiful on the area, was
a difficult proposition. Kvery known means of combating the pest was introduced, and, although
subsequently the reserve became practically clear, it was not before some of the earlier-planted
trees received injury, from which, however, they are gradually recovering. The season’s growing
percentage is excellent, and particularly noticeable in this respect arc the 159,575 Pinus radiata.
Probably a 3-per-cent. death-rate will cover losses. The Pinus ponderosa have also succeeded
beyond expectations. Perhaps in no previous year have the poplars made such promising head-
way, and their progress next season should influence the decision of further utilization of the
Lopulus for five-break margins. So far the Kucalyptus viminalis and K. Macarthuri are pro-
mising well, and on becoming acclimatized there is no reason why these hardy types should not
succeed in the favourable position allocated. Much horse-labour was necessary in opening up
the internal and boundary fire-barriers. In several places, however, the presence of rocky out-
crops forbade cultivation with the teams, and the chipping of tussocks, &c., will require to be
done by the more costly method of hand-labour. A small gang will be retained at this station to
complete the planting of the enclosed area, which will liold about an additional 150,000 trees,
consisting of Pinus radiata and eucalypts. Several of the camps were dismantled and conveyed
to the new site at Greenvale, whilst the remaining tents will be gradually transported as eircum-
stances warrant.

The expenditure for the year amounted to £2,134 11s. 2d,, and the total since initiation
£2,773 6s. 6d.
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