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to in my first day’s evidence, o which you will notice, from the second paragraph in the
letter, dealing with the Imperial instructious regarding the shipment of meat, which 1 maintain
is correct and accurately stated, particularly so us regards the instructions to the freezing
company of which 1 am chairman. The Conunittec will notice that this pavagraph is entirely
different to the position as stated in Mr. IFindlay’s subsequent letter of 13th June as quoted
above; and [ distinetly say that, so far as my company is concerned, from February to Maveh
inclusive we were anxious to ship ewes and lambs, but were prohibited. On one occasion we
veceived a letter from Mr. Triggs, as Controller, authorizing us to ship a small quantity of lamb
and ewe mutton, but shortly afterwards, and before any ship had come to Gisborne by which
we could mwake any shipment after the receipt of Mr. Triggs’s letter, a letter was received from
Mr. Findlay cancelling the permission granted by Mr. Triggs’s Department. Consequently the
Committee will have two letters addressed to the Minister in Charge showing two different posi-
tions regarding Imperial instructions for the shipment of meat, and 1 asked the Committee to
accept as correct the statemment in Mv. Findlay's letter of 3rd May, and not of his letter of 13th
Juune. The letter I refer to reads as follows :
DEAr Sir,— Jrd May, 1917.

Referring to the question of shipment of ewe mutton and lamb by the Poverty Bay Farmers’ Meat Company,
which was brought before this Committee to-day by Mr. Triggs, the matter has been fully considered, but my Committec
regrets its inability to provide space at Gisborne for ewe mutton and lamb.

The Imperial Government desires that a special preference should be given to beef, firstly, and then wether mutton,
and instructions received by this Committee from the Imperial authorities in April authorize it to allot space for ewo
mutton and lamb where necessary in order to prevent the closing of freezing-works.

The Poverty Bay Farmers’ Meat Company has more than sufficient beef and wether mutton in store to fill
the allotment already mado of it. The freezing-works mentioned are not threatened with a cessation of killing
operations, and this Committee regrets it has no option in the case of the Poverty Bay Farmers’ Meat Company but to
carry out the Imperial Government’s wishes that special preference must be given to beef and wether mutton.

With regard to the statement that Wellington freezing companies particularly have shipped a considerable quantity
of lamb, this, it may be said, was justified by spocial circumstances.

I have, &ec.,
NEW ZEALAND OVERSEAS SHIPOWNLRS COMMITTEL,
James Finpray, Chairman.

The Hon. W. D. 8. MacDonald, Minister in Charge,
Department of Impoerial Government Supplies, Wellington.

WiLnian Woop examined. (No. 12.)

1. The Chairman.] What is your position—I am a merchant in Christchurch, and head
of the firm of Williamn Wood and Co. (Limited).

2. You kunow the object of setting up this Committee is to inquire into the dealings of the
American Meat Trust, and it has been suggested that you might be able to give the Committee
some information?-—Well, it is a matter that we are all very much interested in. I have been
in the meat trade sinee its inception, and 1 have done a very considerable business in it one way
and another. Whether there is a meat trust or not is for you gentlemen to say when you have
heard all the evidence. Theve are very large operators in the meat trade—in fact, gigantic
operators. The principal ones are Avmour and Co., Swift and Co., Morris and Co., and- others,
who are called the ‘“ Big Four ’’; but whether they arve in any way combined to act as a trust
is & matter for you gentlemen to find out. T have no evidence to give on the matter myself, and
neither cau I throw any light upon the matter. There are enormous dealers in meat, and those
four firms are said to have a capital to the extent of £140,000,000 sterling; but I have not seen
any balance-shect or anything clse to show that one firm holds any stock in the other. So far
as doing business in New Zealand i concerned, those huge firms can do business with their
enormous capital without infringing any of ouwr laws whatever, and there is nothing in New
Zealand to prevent them holding w controlling interest in any of our freezing companies. If
that were so, in my opinion, 1t would be a disaster. It would not be very difficult to prevent
themn holding those sharves, but that would not prevent them buving, neither would it be the wish
of this community to stop them from buying; they must buy in the cheapest market they can
and sell in the deavest, and ax far as I can see they are not infringing any of the laws of the
business. When 1 heard this Committee was to be set up I have spoken to many of the local
buyers of meat, and [ have not been able to find out there is any unfair way in which the
Americans buy. Of course, you know that Armour and Co. have come right out in the open.
Mr. Kingdon, who represents the company in Australasia, told me himself that he had come
straight out into thc open, and it was onc of the conditions under which he joined the associa-
tion that their dealings were to be straight out from the shoulder—there was to be no smoke-
cloud or anvthing to hide it. I do not know anything about what the arrangemeuts are of Swift
and Co. It is generally supposed that some firms in Christchurch represent them. 1 tried to
sell them some meat, but other people were able to sell better on account of their larger supplies.
| think there is possibly some way in which you gentlemen will he able to control and look after
the interests of the community.  No doubt it could be done in wmany ways, but so far as the laws
of business ave concerned, and the laws of our limited-liability companies, there is nothing to
prevent those large companics obtaining positions here, and to a certain extent controlling the
husiness if they wauted to.  Their large capital would enable them to buy the whole of the meat
in New Zealand, which they could do if they gave a farthing per pound more than any one else.
They are very large operators, but as to whether their operations are to our detriment or not
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