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The following statement shows the tons of coal and shale raised, persons employed, lives lost, &c,
from 1878to 1915 :—

'■■•'? IV. -THE COAL-MINES ACTS AND REGULATIONS.
On the 26th June new regulations under the Coal-mines Act were gazetted. These regulations

embrace much of those already in force, and al,so incorporated a considerable proportion of the British
regulations contained in an Order (No. 748) dated 10th July, 1910, pertaining to the conduct of per-
sons employed in mines ; the use of stationary electric lamps ; winding-ropes ; signalling ; explosives,
including permitted explosives ; safety-lamps ; change-house and bath-houses ; ambulance ; mechanical
ventilating-applianccs ; prevention of the inflammation of coaldust; and electricity. The regulations
have, at the time of writing, been in operation nearly a year, and I believe that, while not increasing
the cost of production of coal to any appreciable extent, they have tended to greater security of life
andjproperty, while greatly assisting the Inspectors of Mines in the performance of their duties.

During the year only two important cases of litigation under the safety provisions of the Coal-
mines Act occurred. The first of these was in connection with the. inspection of old workings (travers-
able standing pillar areas) at Ralph's Colliery, Huntly. The following is a brief summary of this case :

The Royal Commission in connection with the explosion at Ralph's Colliery on the 12th September,
1914, by which forty-three lives were lost, reported on the 30th October following that the explosion
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