J. ¥. HECKLER.] 55 B.—17s.

43. Was that carrying out the provisions of the Act?—I think so.

44. What is the definition of ““ unimproved value ’’ under the Act!—Iair unimproved value
in its original state. )

45. What do you mean by original state %—Only one meaning can be put to it.

46. If bush land is bought at £1 an acre, and ten years afterwards has to be valued, how
would you value the unimproved value -1 would value,the land at its carrying-capacity.

47. Do you not take into consideration any other factor?—I take into consideration many
factors.

48. Do you take into consideration the matter of road and railway facilities and the expendi-
ture of public money ~—Yes.

49. According to your answers you have not been valuing upon that basis at all?—I have,
You misunderstood me when I said 1 deducted the unimproved value from the capital value.
One of your notices some vears ago said that the improvements were not to exceed the capital
vilue,

50. That is absurd, for in such a case there would be no unimproved value at all?—It is an
absurdity, and no praetical valuér would wmake a valuation oun those lines.

H1. There are really more improvements on vour seetion than are necessary for the land 9—
I"or that particular section, yes. :

52. You expect the improvements to be cut down to the requirements of that portion of
the Tand, do you not¢—1I am working it in conjunction with other areas.

53. This area is valued by itself 9—VYes.

b4. On these 251 acres you have all these improvements —Yes.

55. And your estimate of the value of the improvements is £3,1566 9—7Yes

56. They were reduced to £2,2601—I have already explained that the valuer and myself
agreed in my house as to the value of the improvements, and I could not very well make an altera-
tion in them.

57. How did the reduction to £2,260 by the Assessment Court come about—How do I know.
I was not told how it came about.

5R. Did not any communication take place between you and the district valuer —Not as
to how these were cut down. He came with his henchman to my house, but he did not go into
the question of the improvements on this section.

59. On what evidence, then. did the Assessment Court reduce it?—I do not know. T was
not told how they were reduced. The two assessors are here.

60. The Chairman.] Arve the properties with which you work the homestead block adjoin-
ing -—Two of them are over the railway-line, and the third section is up the road, about half a
mile distant.

61. Mr. Campbell.] Freehold —-Yes, except one, which is educational lease.

e

RopErT Crivi FowLER examined.

1. The Chatrman.] What is your position?—I am a farmer residing at Mangamahoe, occupy-
ing Section 115, Block XIV, Mangaone Survey Distriet, in the Mauriceville County. My main
ohjection ix as to my unimproved value, whick: 1 consider soo high,

2. Do you object to the capital value %—No.

3. Only the division between the capital value and the improvements?—Yes. [ consider
I am valued at £2 an acre higher than is fair,

4. What did the Court assess the unimproved at{—About £6 10s.

3. Did you appear as an objector hefore the Court?—No. I saw the valuer before the
Court sat, and withdrew the objection. He said most of my neighbours had withdrawn their
objections, and in any case the veduction would ouly be a few pounds. I said that, as my neigh-
bours were doing that, to proceed would not be worth the bother.

6. What acreage has your property —254 acres 2 roods 24 perches.

7. Was any alteration in the value made by agreement between you and the valuer —No,

S, We have it that vou were dissatistied with the unimproved value, vet vou did not appear?
—No.

9. Just hecause you thought there would only be a difference made of a few pounds on which
rates and taxes are levied I—Yes, and also that the valuer informed me that the others had with-
drawn, and it was no use my turning up by myself.

10. Did he say they had withdrawn, or that he expected them to withdraw ?—He excepted
Mr. Heckler. A portion of my land cost £7 an acre to get it properly improved, and £6 10s.
is too high an unimproved value for a sheep and a half per acre of land. There is a property
a few miles Jower down the voad which is recognized as the best property in the Forty-mile Bush,
and I believe it is valued at a few shillings less than mine.

11, Have you anything to say with regard to Mr. Hecklev’s property ¢—I think it is worth
about the same as my property. In faet, according to site, mine would be a little more valuable,
heeause it is a corner section. I consider Mr. Heckler’s valuation at £16 10s. too high. I should
like to know how they get at the unimproved value.

12. Mr. Campbell.] You must take it that the place stands alone, and is valued by ifself?—
It is not fair; it is illogical.

13. The Chariman.] Improvements made on the adjoining properties and in the district
generally tend to add to the selling-value of your land%—That is so; but if you take my section
as unimproved you should take the whole district as unimproved -also.

14. Tt is what that particular piece of land will sell for if it had ne improvements on itf—
You are taking one section, and that does not put a true value on it.
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