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No. 133.

The SkcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Sgcretary, Union Steam Ship Company,
Dunedm

SIR,~—— General Post Office, Wellington, 6th May, 1913.

In reference to your letter of the 28th ultimo, forwarding copy of a circular (No. 229) from
the Marconi International Marine Communication (‘ompmny (Iimited), notifying the introduction of
* ocean letters,” 1 beg to inform you that this Department hdS no ob]ectl()xl to radio-stations on your
vessels licensed by this Dominion receiving§and sending *‘ ocean letters” in accordance with the
arrangenient made by the Marconi Company. I have, &ec.,

: W. R. Morris, Secretary.
The Secretary, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Acknowledged §10thYMay §1913.]

No. 134.
The Hon. the Prive MiNisTER to the Hiux ComMmIssIONER.
Sir,— Prime Minister’s Office, Wellington, 17th May, 1913.

T have the honour to advert to the system of ocean letters introduced by the Marconi Inter-
vational Marine Communication Company (Limited), of which no doubt you are alrcady informed.
The ocean letter is a radio-telegram which may be sent from a ship to another ship going in the opposite
direction, for delivery by registered post from the first port of call. The tariff for the first thirty words
is Bs. 6d., including postage and registration fee, and for cach word thereafter up to a maximum of
100 words, 1d. At present the messages are exchanged only between ship stations controlled by the
Marconi Company.

I shall be glad 1f you will inquire whether this system of ocean letters has been reported to the
[nternational ()Jﬁ( ¢ and to the (teneral Post Office, London ; and, if so, what action (if any) is proposed
to be taken to extend the benefits of the system beyond the plebcnt restricted area over which they can
be enjoyed. I have, &c.,

iR Heatox Ruopus,
= Forthe Prime Minister.
The Hon. T. Mackenzie, F.R.(1L.8. %High Commissioner for NewfZealand, “London.

No. 135.
The MasTeR, S.s. *° Niwaru,” Lyttelton, to the Hon. the PostMasTER-GENERAL, Wellington.
SIR,~ - S.s.  Niwaru,” Lyttelton, 15th June, 1913.

KEnclosed please find a letter from my Marconi operator, also a copy of a radio-telegram [not

printed] I handed in at 3.15 a.m. yesterday.
I feel sure it 1y unnecessary to point out the possibilities had this been a distress call, as you can
easily imagine them; and I would thank you to make inquiries as to the time the operator on duty in

the Wellington Station received this message, and why, if, as he says, he received it earlier, he did
not then inform us that the land line was closed until 8 a.m. I have, &ec.,

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. N. W. Havrrr, Master.
[P. & T. 71/37.]

No. 136.
The Sucrerary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the MasTir, S.s. * Niwaru,” Wellington,
SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 27th June, 1913.

With reference to your letter of the 15th instant regarding a wireless *“ call” from your
steamer on the morning of the [4th instant, I beg to inform you that the operator on watch at the
Radio-Wellington Station on the morning in question heard a call about 3.35 a.m., but owing to
electrical disturbances could not distinguish the call of the boat signalling, and called the *“ Pyramus ”’
and the ** Paparoa” to ascertain whether it was cither of those stecamers that had called. This is
probably when your operator heard the Welhng,ton Station working to the boats named. At 4.10 a.m.
Radio-Wellington received a call from the © Niwaru ™ (the signals bomg much stronger than fomle]lv)
and |mmedlafoly responded, but received no reply. At 4. 13 Radio- -Wellington (’all@d the ** Niwaru,”
but met with no response. At about 4.16 a.m. H.M.S. “ New Zealand,” who heard Radio-
Wellington respond to the call from the *“ Niwaru’ and a]so heard the call to the Niwaru,” advised
that he would keep a lookout for any further call from the ** Niwaru.” At 5.54 a.m. Radio-Wellington

again heard the * Niwaru” calling, and immediately Yesponded but unfmtunately at this tnnc

:Lle Auckland jammed the SI”’Y](LLS and effective speech with the ©“ Niwaru > could not be obtained
until 6.16 a.m., when the message was received. You ave in error in supposing that the message had
been plevmu%ly recelved.

Tt is regretted that the Radio-Wellington operator was not aware that telephone communication
oould have been obtained with either Christchurch or Lyttelton as desired, a circuit being joined up
after the close of telegraph business. I have, &ec.,

W. R. Mognis.

Captain 8. W. Hayter, s.s. * Niwaru,” care of W. M. Bannatyne and Co., Wellington.
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