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probable duration of employment will be aske„d of farmers by the Department, and prefer-
ence will be given to those employers who guarantee workers some reasonable period of employ-
ment.

The clothing trades have been working at very high pressure, and girl and boy labour
in the woollen-mills and clothing-factories has been in great demand. Employers have been
seriously handicapped by this shortage, and have repeatedly brought the matter under the notice
of the Department. I have nothing to add, however, to my last year's report on this matter.

Factories Act.
In view of the fact that the method of compiling statistics as to the persons employed in

factories has been changed (see paragraph entitled " Industrial statistics," page xxv), it was
decided to omit most of the usual tables this year; so that, except in respect to the number of
factories, no comparisons can be made with the former figures. The conclusions to be drawn
from the new statistics will, however, be much more valuable, inasmuch as these will cover the
whole year's factory ope-rations, instead of only those for a certain daj' of the year, and will,
moreover, show the important item of duration of employment. As the remarks respecting
these figures are somewhat lengthy, they will appear at the beginning of the appendix relating
to industrial statistics.

The following table shows the number of factories registered from 1895 to 1912, inclusive :
Table showing Number of Factories from 1895 to 1912.

The following table shows the number of factories in the four chief cities of the Dominion,
classified according to the number of hands employed at date of annual registration—viz., April,
1911:—

Year. Factories. Increase. Factory-workers. Increase.
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*As above intimated, owing to the number of factory workers in New Zi
'ear, these items arenot^shown.
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Auckland
Wellington
Christchurch
Dunedin

1,506
1,123
1,261
1,099
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17
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24
22
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2 1,322
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Totals 4,989 119 103 20 5 2 2 2 4 t 5,263

This shows a: increase on last yi lar's ;otal for thi four chief cities (5,15i-9) of approximately
per cent.
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