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ANNEXURE C.

MINERS" BATHS.
By H. F. Bunwax and W, B. Wirsoxn. _
[Read, 10th February, 1912, before the North of England Inmstitute of Mining and Mechanical Engineers.)

Or all the changes made by the new Coal-mines Act none, perhaps, has attracted more general
interest than the proposal to provide facilities for miners to wash themselves and to change and
dry their clothes at the pit-head. This provision seems likely to be a benefit to the miner in
promoting not only his own personal comfort and, cleanliness, but also that of his home, and in
relieving his womenfolk of much of their present household-work. There is no doubt that many
of the miners at the present moment dislike the idea, but experience in other countries, where the
system has been in force for a number of years, shows that when once the miner becomes accustomed
to changing his clothes and washing at the pit he much prefers the innovation, and would strongly
object to revert to the old custom.

In Belgium the practice is being increasingly introduced, and in a paper by Mr. Kuss,
Inspector of Mines, it is stated that at 1st April, 1910, of 278 collieries at work, forty-two, employ-
ing 21,560 men underground, were provided with spray-baths of modern construction. The
workmen quickly grasped the benefits which these baths procured for them, and of these 21,560
men 16,650, ov 77'3 per cent., voluntarily made use of the baths in 1909.

In the north of France, where the use of baths is also voluntary, the experience is similar;
and in Westphalia, where the measure was made compulsory at all collievies by 1 deeree dated
12th March, 1900, it is carried out to the mutual satisfaction and approval of both employers
and workmen.

The information embodied in the present paper was gathered by the authors during a visit
in May, 1911, to some of the largest and newest installations of baths at collieries in Westphalia,
Belgium, and the north of France.
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