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Age and Sex of Pupils.
(E.-2,—Tahle C1, page 27.)
Table C shows the age and sex of the pupils on the rolls ol the public schools
of the Dominion at the end of 1910, and the percentage of the roll for each age.
TABLE C.—AgE AND SEX oF PurpirLs, DECEMBER, 1910.

1910. Percentages for Five Years.

Ages. ‘ : 1 :
| Boys. ‘. Girls. Total. 1906. 1907. | 1908 1909. 1910.

. _ 7 } : -
5 and under 6 years .. .. ..} 6,914 6,177 | 13,091 | 83 80 82 87 84
6 P " . . 9,182 8,838 | 17,520 | 106 10°5 106 108 112
7 8 .. .. .. I 9,362 8,608 | 17,970 111 116 117 116 11-5
8 9 .. .. .. 19,361 8,501 | 17,862 115 111 11-3 11-4 11-4
9 10 .. .. .o009,128 8,545 | 17,673 11-4 11-4 11-0 112 11-3
10 11 . .. .. .1 8,916 8,159 | 17,075 114 11-3 11-2 107 109
11 12, .. .. ..l 8,268 7,643 | 15,911 11-1 110 109 106 102
12 13, .. .. .. [ 8,000 7,494 | 15,584 10-5 10-5 104 102 100
13 " 11+, .. .. o 6,v84 6,318 | 13,302 8:3 87 84 85 85
14 " 15 1 3,902 3,225 7,127 4-0 40 42 43 45
’ 80,107 | 73,008 |153,1156 ¢ 98-2 981 979 980 979
15 and over .. .. .. ool 1,715 1,494 3,209 1-8 19 2:1 2:0 21
Totale .. .. .. 81,822 | 74,502 ({156,324 | 100-0 1000 1000 100-0 1000

Age.—Of the children in the public schools, 53-8 per cent. are under ten, and
46 2 per cent. are over ten ; the figures for 1909 are identical.

Sex.—The proportion of boys to girls remains about the same as in previous
years—52:34 per cent. as against 47'66 per cent. In other words, for every 100
boys on the roll there are 91 girls. Last year it was pointed out that according
to the census of 1906 there were, in New Zealand, between the ages of five and
fifteen, 97 girls for every 100 boys Deducting the number of scholars over fifteen
years of age, we find that in the New Zealand schools there are only 90 girls for every
100 boys. Using the same tests as were used in last year’s report, we find that the
proportion in the case of children between five and seven is 90 to 100, and that the
proportion of children between twelve and fifteen is also 90 to 100. It would there-
fore appear that the discrepancy is evenly distributed over the whole school age,
and that it arises chiefly from the fact that there are a certain number of parents
who think that it is not so necessary for a girl to receive as sound an education as
a boy. As was said in last report: ‘ Home reasons no doubt account for some
cases, but probably the chief cause is the thoughtlessness of parents who consider
education less important for girls than for boys. The obvious remedy would appear
to be a stricter enforcement of the attendance sections of the Act. There would
be less excuse however, for thoughtless parents who withdraw their girls too soon
from school attendance if it was an established practice in all schools to give practical
domestic instruction to the elder girls.” It may be said that more girls than boys
go to- private schools, but the number is by no means large enough to account for
‘the difference referred to above.

In this connection it is interesting to note the proportion of girls to boys in
the schools of the Australian States and of England.

England . .. .. .. .. 98 girls to every 100 boys.
Victoria - .. .. .. .. .. 95 " 100 ,,
Queénsland .. .. .. .. .. 94 " 100 ,,
New South Wales .. .. R S .. 92 » 100 ,,
West Australia .. .. .. .. .. 91 . 100 ,,
Tasmania .. .. .. .. .. 90 v 100 ,,
New Zealand .. 91 100 ,,

Table C1 shows the age ‘and sex of the puplls on the rolls of public schools in
the several education districts at the end of 1910.

Maori Children recetving Primary Education.
(E.-3.—Tables 15 and Hb5a, page 22.)
In addition to the Maoris on the rolls of the Native village schools, there was
a still larger number on the rolls of public schools, and a few receiving primary
education at Native mission schools; so that the total number of primary pupils
of Maori race was 8,963, made up as follows :—

Attending Native schools 4,280
Attending public schools 4,462
Attending Native mission schools 221

Total 8,963
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