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No. 1.
The SECRETARY, General Post Office, London, to the Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Wellington.
SIR,— General Post Office, London, 5th June, 1908.

I am directed to inform you that the Postmaster-General has had under consideration the
question of reducing the rate of postage on letters passing between the United Kingdom and the British
Post Office Agencies in Morocco, and has decided that from the 15th instant the agencies should be
included in the Imperial penny-postage scheme. The postage-rate on letters from the United Kingdom
to the agencies will be reduced to 1d. the ounce, and in the reverse direction to a rate of 10 centimos
for every 20 grammes on letters from the agencies for the United Kingdom.

Moreover, on the assumption that such a course will not be open to any objection on the part o
the Post Offices concerned, it has been decided to apply forthwith the new rate of 10 centimos per 20
grammes to letters sent from the agencies to British colonies and protectorates generally and to Egypt.

The Postmaster-General will be glad to learn that you concur in this arrangement, and that you
have been good enough to issue the necessary instructions so far as your office is concerned for treating
such letters as fully prepaid. He will be glad also if you will at the same time inform him whether you
are in a position to apply to letters for the agencics the existing rate of postage for letters from New
Zealand for the United Kingdom.

I am to add that British Post Office Agencies are maintained in Morocco at Alcazar, Casablanca,
Fez, Larache, Mazagan, Mequinez, Mogador, Rabat, Saffi, Tangier, and Tetuan, and that, as soon as
practicable, a British agency will be opened at Marrakesh. I have, &ec.,

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. E. W. FarNALL.
(P.0. 08/1621(5).]

No. 2.

The ACTING SECOND ASSISTANT PoSTMASTER-GENERAL, Washington, to the Hon. the PosTMASTER-
GENERAL, Wellington.

Post Office Department, Office of the Second Assistant Postmaster-General,
Sir,— Division of Foreign Mails, Washington, D.C., 15th June, 1908.
Referring to your letter of the 29th April last [not printed], relative to the rate of postage
applicable in New Zealand to letters for the United States, 1 have the honour, by direction of the Post-
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master-General, to advise you that United States Postmasters have been informed that the rate o
postage applicable in New Zealand to letters for this country is 1d. per half-ounce ; and that that rate
will be given in the United States Official Post Office Guide to be issued next month (July).

In this connection, reference is had also to the correspondence closing with your letter of the 8th
November, 1906 [No. 10, F.-7, 1907], and to Circular No. 4070/273 of the International Bureau of
the Universal Postal Union, dated 13th August, 1907 [not printed].

I have, &ec.,
Joun W. HoLLYDAY,
Acting Second Assistant Postmaster-General.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington.

{(P.0. 08/1621.|
No. 3.
The Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Wellington, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, London.
SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 3rd August, 1908.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th June last notifying
that British Postal Agencies had been established at the following places in Morocco : Aleazar, Casa-
blanca, Fez, Larache, Mazagan, Mequinez, Mogador, Rabat, Saffi, Tangier, and Tetuan ; and that the
postage-rates on letters from the United Kingdom to the places named would be 1d. per onnce, and in
the opposite direction 10 centimos per 20 grammes.

In reply, I have to inform you that the agencies have been included in the list of offices to which
letters bearing 1d. postage may be forwarded from New Zealand.

I have, &c.,
D. ROBERTSON,
The Secretary, General Post Office, London. For the Postmaster-General.
[1.0. DR/ 1621(5).}
No. 4.
 The Right Hon. the SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE CoLONIES to H1s EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR,
(Telegram.) London, 30th August, 1908.

PENNY postage between United Kingdom and United States of America comes into operation first
October. Inquiry being made whether United States of America would agree conditionally unilateral
arrangements with New Zealand being made bilateral if desired by your Government.

(1.0, (%/1621(6).]

No. 5.

His ExceLLENCY THE GOVERNOR to the Right Hon. the SECRETARY oF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.

(Telegram.) Palmerston North, 31st August, 1908.
THE bilateral action is desired, and the Prime Minister hopes that the United States will now agree to
reduce their postage to New Zealand to one penny.

(P.O. 118/ 1621(6).]
No. 6.
The SEcrRETARY, General Post Office, London, to the Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Wellington.
SIR,— (Greneral Post Office, London, 18th September, 1908

The Postmaster-General has been gratified to learn from your letter of the 3rd ultimo that
you have arranged to apply the rate of 1d. the ounce to letters sent from New Zealand to the places in
Morocco where the British Post Office maintains agencies.

The necessary instructions have been given in the matter.
I have, &e.,
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. E. W. FarnaLL,
[P.O. 08/1621(5).]
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No. 7.

Mr. J. Hesniker Hearon, M.P., London, to the Right Hon. the Prime Ministeg.
(Telegram.) London, Ist October, 1908,
Hexniker Hearon desires convey cordial thanks New Zealand for helping forward cause of penny
postage between Great Britain and United States of America now coming nto force.

(1.0, 0/ 1621.)

No. 8.

The Right Hon. the Prive MiNistER to Mk. J. HEnNiker Hearon, M., London.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 2nd October, 1908.
New ZEALAND is proud that her humble efforts in cause of universal penny postage, which is dear to
her, have been of assistance in promoting schieme between the two greatest English-speaking countries

of the world. .

(PO, 08/1621]
No. 9.
The Right Hon. the SECRETARY oF Srark ror THE CoLonNies to His Excellency the GovERNOR.
My Lorp,— Downing Street, 16th October, 1908.

With reference to your telegram of the Ist September [31st August], [ have the honour to
transmit to you for the information of your Ministers the accompanying copy of correspondence with
His Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington, from which it appears that the Government of the United
States are not at the present moment prepared to accept a bilateral a rangement for postage at the
rate of 2 cents between the United States and New Zealand. I have, &c.,

Governor the Right Hon. Lord Plunket, K.C.M.G., K.C.V.0., &ec. CREWE.

LP.0. 0871621 ]

Enclosure 1 in No. 9.

The Right Hon. the SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FoRmIGN Arrairs, to Mr. Howarp, Councillor of
Embassy, Washington.

(Telegram.) London, 31st August, 1908.
PENNY postage. with United States.

Please inquire of United States (overnment whether, in view of recent agreement with United
Kingdom to take effect on October 1st, they would be prepared, if New Zealand Governnient so desire,
to agree to a bilateral arrangement for penny postage between that colony and United States in lieu
of unilateral arrangement of November 1st, 1906.

Enclosure 2 in No. 9.

The Brrrisn AMBassaDOR at Washington to the Right Hon. the SECRETARY oF STATE FOR FOREIGN
AFFAIRS.

SIR,— British Embassy, Manchester, Mass., 30th September, 1908,

On receipt of your telegram, Mr. Howard addressed a note to the State Department asking
whether the United States Government would, in view of the recent agreement with Great Britain,
be disposed to agree to a bilateral arrangement for postage at the rate of 2 cents (1d.) between this
country and New Zealand. . ,

1 have to-day received a reply to my communication from the Acting Secretary of State informing
me thatlthe Postmaster-General is unable at the present time to favourably consider this proposed
reduetion in thezpostage rate. 1 have, &ec.,

The Right Hon. Sir Kdward Grey, Bart., &c. JaMEs Bryce.
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No. 10.
{ Iixtvact from the London Philatelist, October, 1908.]

Penny PostaGE ToO AMERICA.

OcTOBER the Ist saw the most important step towards universal penny postage in the adoption of
that scale between the two great Anglo-Saxon races of England and America.  Mr. Henniker Heaton
—the pioneer of the movement—must have been proud to have seen his lifelong labours thus crowned,
and among the many who have congratulated him will be found the names of his numerous philatelic
friends. Universal penny postage has not arrived, but practically the English-speaking race all over
the world now enjoys the boon, exactly sixty-nine years after Sir Rowland Hill’s great innovation
was first inaugurated. Australia and Rhodesia have still to abolish the imposition of a slightly higher
charge than the penny per ounce for letter-postage to the Mother-country, and one or two islands in
the Pacific have to be brought in line. But these anomalies will, it is expected, soon be rectified—
negotiations are, in fact, already afoot with that object—and it will then be possible to say, without
qualification, that the whole of the British Empire and the United States are linked together by a
cheap uniform postal service.

The following notice that has heen addressed to the whole of the post-offices of the United Kingdom
and the United States as to this historical event may fittingly be recorded in this journal :—

* The Postmaster-General desires to draw attentidn to the fact that on and after to-day, October 1,
the postage payable on letters posted in the United Kingdom for the United States of America will
be 1d. for each ounce. This uniform rate of 1d. an ounce will supersede the present rates of 24d. for
the first ounce and 1}d. for each additional ounce. :

“ A like reduction will be made on the same date in the postage on letters from the United States
of America to this country, which will be 2¢. for each ounee, mstead of the present rates of Se. for the
first ounce and 3e¢. for cach additional ounce. '

“ There will be no alteration in the rates of postage on post-cards, printed and commercial papers,
and sample packets passing hetween the two countries.

“ It may be noted that the present reduction in postage to the United States is additional to that
which was introduced on October 1 last, when the rates of 2}d. for the first ounce and 13d. for cach
subsequent ounce to the United States (and all other foreign countries) were substituted for the rate
of 24d. for each half-ounce. Thus the postage on a one-ounce letter to the United States, which was
reduced in October last from 5d. to 234d. is now further reduced to 1d.; and similarly the postage on
a two-ounce letter, which was then reduced from 10d. to 4d., is now further reduced to 2d.”

11,0, 08/1621.]

No. 11.
[News extract, 16th October, 1908. |
Mr. J. HenNiker HeaTon, M.P., to the Eprror oF THE “ WekkLY Times,” London.
Carlton Club, London, 6th Octobér, 1908.
Sir,— Universal Penny Postage.

The cable message from the Prime Minister of New Zealand (Sir J. G. Ward, K.C.M.G.) deserves
special attention, because it refers to a stage in the progress of universal penny postage not generally
known.

The first country in the world to establish universal penny postage was New Zealand. The following
telegram explains this, which I received at the time :—

*“ Wellington, New Zealaund, 17th August, 1900.
“ To Henniker Heaton, M.P., House of Commons, London.

“I have much pleasure in informing you that New Zealand introduces universal penny postage
from the Ist January, 1901. 1t will be a fitting commemoration of the new century, and will add another
link to the chain of Empire. “J. G. Warp, Postmaster-General.”

Consequently the three thousand American sailors visiting New Zealand in August last had the
‘pleasure of posting their letters from Auckland (their port in New Zealand) to their homes in the United
States at the penny rate.

On the 17th July of last year (1907) the Postmaster-General of America, the Hon. G. von L. Meyer,
wrote to me offering penny postage with Great Britain and Ireland if I could privately ascertain that
the British Government was favourable to the scheme. 1 had left for Australia a few days before,
and the important letter followed me there. On receipt of it my friend the Prime Minister of New
Zealand telegraphed its contents to the British Government, with a strongly expressed wish that Eng-
land would agree to the proposal.

The subsequent negotiations so happily concluded by the Postmasters-General of Great Britain
and the United States are well known ; but I think it interesting to record the part taken by a daughter
of the Empire in this splendid work. I have, &ec..

J. HenNikkr Hearon.

“

P.0.08/18 1.]
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No. 12.
The Hon. the PostTmastER-GENERAL, Wellington, to the Hon. the PostmasTER-GENERAL, Washington.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 25th January, 1909.

Gh.ap if you confirm report introduction penny postage United States to New Zealand.
PO 08728

No. 18.
The Hon. the Postrmaster-GeNeraL, Washington, to the Hon. the PostMASTER-GENERAL, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Washington, D.C., 26th January, 1909.
ReporT unfounded.
[P0, 00/28.]
No. 14.

The Hon. the Postyastier-GieNeraL, Wellington, to the Hon. the Postymaster-GENERAL, Washington.
Uetferal Post Office, Wellington, 2nd February, 1909.

Sir,— Penny Postage.
I have the honour to confirm my telegram of the 25th ultimo, and to acknowledge the
receipt of vour reply of the 26th idem. :

I beg to thank you for your telegram, and to say that, now that the minimum letter-postage both
ways between the United States of America and the United Kingdom is 1d., I should beexceedingly
glad if you could see your way to agree to the same rate from the United States to New Zealand. As
you are aware, the New Zealand Government has recently arranged to subsidise a line of steawmers
to make a close connection with your subsidised line at Papeete in order to improve the mail com-
munication between our respective countries. I have, &c.,

J. G. WARD, Postmaster-General.

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Washington, D.C.

[ P.0. 09/28.]

No. 15.
The SEcoND AssistaNT PosTMASTER-GENERAL. Washington, to the Hon. the Posrmastir-GENERAL,
Wellington.
Post Office Department, Office of the Second Assistant Postmaster-General,
StR,— Division of Foreign Mails, Washington, D.C., 16th March, 1909.

Referring to your letter of the 2nd ultimo, I have the honour, by direction of the Postmaster-
General, to inform you that this Department cannot consider favourably the proposal for the reduction
at present of the rates of postage applicable to articles mailed in the United States uddressed for delivery

in New Zecaland. I have, &ec.,
JOSEPH NTEWART,
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. Second Assistant Postmaster-Gencral.

(1.0, 09/28.]

No. 16.
The Right Hon. the SECRETARY OF STATE FoR THE (‘'OLONIES to His Kxcellency the Governor,
My Lokrp,— Downing Street, 29th April, 1909,

I have the honour to request that you will inform your Ministers that the Secrctary of State
for India has been requested by the Government of India to secure the ace eptance by the postal
administrations of the Empire of letters from the British Indian post-offices situated in the French
bL(ﬂ('nlUltS in [udia, if stamped like letters from ordinary British post-offices in India.

. I have to cxpLun that the post-offices in question have been established in many cases for over
a (ontm) on French territory, and they are treated in India precisely like ordinary British post-
offices.

3. The French Government has consented to letters from the post-offices in question being treated
in the same way as letters from post-offices in British territory on condition that similar treatment
is extended to letters posted in French post-offices in the settlements in question.

4. His Majesty’s Government have agreed, as far as the United Kingdom and (rown colonies
are concerned, to comply with the condition laid down by the French Government, to which they feel
that no reasonable exception can be taken, and letters addressed to the United I\lmrdom and any Crown
colonies or protectorates will be .1((eptod as fullv stamped, if stamped in the same manner as letters
posted in British India, whether posted in the British post-offices in the French settlements or in the
French post-offices there.
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5. Your Ministers will probuably see no objection in the special circumstances of the case to
extending to the British and French post-offices in the French settlements the advantages already
given to the other post-offices of the Kmmpire.  No doubt the number of letters affected will he extremely
small, but His Majesty’s Government would he glad to learn that your Government agree to the con-
cession being made. I have, &c..

Governor the Right Hon. Lord Plunket, K.(WM.G., K.C.V.0., &c. (REWE,

JPLOL w202

No. 17.
The Acrine - Seceriprary, (eneral Post Office, Wellington, to the SecoND AssistanT POSTMASTER-
GENERAL, Washington,
NIR, - General Post Office, Wellington, 17th May, 1909.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th March ast, dechning
the proposal of the Postmaster-General of this Dominion for the reduction of the minimum letter postage
from the United States to New Zealand to one penny.

The Postmaster-General regrets that vour Administration is unable to see its way at present to
agree to the proposed reduction.  In the hope that the question will be reconsidered, he desives to
mention that the adoption of the penny vate for lettews from New Zealand to the United States has
resulted i a largely nereased revenue s also that as the penny rate has been adopted for letters for
the United Kingdom, hie believes 1t would be of material advantage to the trade relations between our
respective countries if the same concession were granted in the case of letters for New Zealand.

I have, &ec..
W. R. Morris, Acting-Secretary.

The Serond Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, D.C.

.0, 00,25,

No. 18.
The Hon. the Acring Postymastir-(ENERAL to the Hon. the Acring PriME MINISTER.
[Minute.] General Post Office, Wellington, 21st June, 1909.

The Hon. the Acting Prime Minister.
Arrangements will be made in New Zealand to pass letters stamped like letters from British
India from British post-offices in French settlements in India. J. G. FiNpLAY,
For Postmaster-General.
{1.0. 09/2524.)
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