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EXIIIBIT No. 16a.
SIR,— Napier, 26th August, 1897,

By an Order in Council of the 10th March, 1869, the distinetion (the New Zcaland Cross)
shall “* not be claimed by any individual on his own account, but the claim inust be made by the
Commanding Officer of the Force or district.”

In accordance with this order (Colonel St. John, then cominanding the district at Opotiki,
being sinee deceased), it affords me great pleasure to rccommend Mr. Ilarry Wrigg, late cornet,
Bay of Plenty Voluntcer Cavalry, to he a recipient of this highly coveted distinetion, to which, in
my opinion, he is fully entitled, for his act of bravery in voluntarily carrying dospatches fromn
Opotiki to Tauranga (and returning), through a country swarming with hostile Natives, along a
route where only the day before they had murdered two old seutlers (Mr. Bennett White and the
mailman, whose nanse 1 forget), and at a time when the rivers were in high flood and exceedingly
dangerous to cross.

Strietly speaking, perhaps, I should not be now making this application, as I was not * the
Commanding Officer of the Foree or distric,” but T was DistHict Adjutant (through whom all
orders were issued), and T am quite certain that had the late Colonel 5t. John been alive he would
have made every cffort to obtain the decoration for Me. Wrige, 1t may be said also that the claim
should have been made before; but I respectfully submit ammongst others, as a precedent, that
Colonel MeDonnell received his Gross in 1886 for an act of bravery in 1863, or twentby-three years
after. A perusal of the accompanying decumients will, T feel sure, enable you to strongly recomn
mend Mr. Wrigg's claim to His Fxcellency the Governor’s most favourahble consideration.

T have, &c., '
‘ . M. N. Bower,
Hon. T. Thompson, Defence Minister, Wellington. Late District Adjutant, Opotiki.

EXHIBIT No. 17.
Exrracr troin Lurren from Mr. H. Wriae to Captain Bowes.

{Private.) Frogmore House, Symonds Street, :

My pear CarTaiy Bower,-- N Auckland, 318t August, 1897.
1 am just off a sick bed, and was able to go down to interview the Defence Minister to-day,
Sir Maurice O’Rorke having very kindly offered to make an appointment, and went with me to see
him. T must tell you that T sent a type copy of all the correspondence to a very old and true
friend of mine in Wellington--Sir Osborne Gibbes, Bart.-—and asked him to sce Sir Arthur Douglas
(another baronet), the present Under-Secretary for Defence, and I enclose you his reply, which you
" can destroy when read. Seeing the real difficulty that might perchance oceur, I thought it better
to make an additional statement, a copy of which T enclose for your information, and after
cxplaining matters to the Minister hand him the same, which I did. He told nic he had not as yet
seen my papers or your recommendation, but that he would on his return to Wellington look into
the matter, as of course as the case stood he could nov give an opinion, but that several who had
scen the papers had spoken to him. So the casc stands,’and I presume you will be the first that
will have an official reply. I was in doubts whether I would again trouble you after so much
kindness npon your part, but after a little consideration thought it better to let you kuow. Never

mind replying to this, it will be time enough when you hear from Wellington. .
. ’ . t Believe me, &ec.,
' Harey Wrice.

EXHIBIT No. 24.

: i 27th September, 1897.

1 have the honour to acknowiedge the receipt of your lciter of the 26th ultimo advancing

the claims of Mr. Harry Wriag, late cornet in the Bay of Plenty Volunteer Cavalry, for the
decoration of the New Zealand Cross for services rendered by him on the 29th June, 1867,

In reply, I am directed to inform you that the Government has decided, after full consideration

of the question, that the list of recipients of the New Zealatid Cross for the Native wars in this

colony must be considered as closed, and that they arc unable thercfore to imake the recommenda.

S, —

tion you ask for. I have, &ec., |,
Arrruk P Dovaras, Major,
Captain M. N. Bower, Town Clerk, Napier. . thider-Secrstary for Defence.

EXHIDBIT No. 18.
Extract from LETTER from Mr. II. Wriae to Captain Bowex.
Frogmore Ilouse, Symends Street,
My pEak CarTalN BoweR,— Auckland, 30th September, 1897,

1 supposc you will wonder why I have not communicated with you sooner re Cross, bul,
to tell you the truth, the master is not finally fiyished yet. 1 have all the Auckland members still
fighting for me, as you will see by enclosed note I received fromn Hon. Jennings. .

.Believe me, &c.,
. Harry Wriaa.
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