—28, 8

800. He joined the Bay of Plenty Cavalry, which were called out for service about that time?
Yes.

801. Mr. Wrigg says he left scon after July, 1867, and went to Southland. How long was
it after he left Opotiki when you heard from him again ?—I do not think until thirty years. I donot
think I heard from him till June of 1897.

302. Till some tifne last year, I supposs 2—Until Juane, 1897.

308. That was about thirty years ?—Yes.

804. Have you a letter from Mr. Wrigg, dated 26th June ?—Here is a letter, dated Auckland,
the 26th June, 1897. .

305. Is that the opening of the correspondence ?—Yes, as far as I remember. [Letter, dated
26th June, 1897, put in—Exhibit No. 13.]

806. The Chairman.] You put in that as evidence ?—Yes,

807. Mr. Hutchison.] You replied to that letter, Captain Bower ?— Yes.

808. We have your reply—the letter you produced this moruing ?—Yes.

809. You had a letter of the 16th July from Mr. Wrigg—it has also been produced~—in which
he asked you to send a certificate ?—Yes; this is it. [Exhibit No. 5.]

310. You wrote & reply to that, which we also have~-at least, it 18 in print—dated 24th Jaly,
in which you say, *Napier, 24th July, 1897.~Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of the i6th
instant, I have much pleasure in stating my recollection of what occarred at Opotiki, when you
volunteered to ride with despatches to Tauranga. When Bennott White was found murdersd by
hostile Natives, the late Colonel St. John, then commanding the distriet, called for volunteers to
ride with despatches to Tauranga, when Cornet Wrigg, of the Bay of Plenty Volunteer Cavalry, at
once rode to the front and said he would go if a trooper would secompany him. This a trooper,
whose name I forget, volunteered tc do, and thé two ware sent. Their service was most dangerous,
their Toute being along the beach, where Natives were known to be in forcs, and the rivers were in
flood. They reached g.I‘a.ura.nga., and returned from thence to Opotiki the next day, thus completing
an arduous and very dangerous duty.~—I remain, &c., M. N. Bowkg, late District Adjutant,
Opotiki.” Was that your answer to Mr. Wrigg's letter of the 16th 2—Yes.

311. At that time, Capiain Bower, putting aside altogether the letter that you got from M.
Wrigg of the 16th July, were the circumstances you wrote about in your recollection or not ?—Yes,
I thought so, at the time.

319. You do not mention any date in this letter as to when the ride took place 7—No, becnuse
T was not aware of it.

813. You were not aware when the ride took place--of the actusl ride; it is stated to huve
been on the 29th June, 1867 ?—I have since ascertained that.

814. We will take that as the date when the despatches were sent from Opetiki to Tauranga ?-—
Yes. '

815. Are you sure you were in Opotiki on that date ?—I think I was, but believe I was. nost

now. 'That was a thing I did not find out till after.
" 816. Look at this letter of the 16th July last year; see this passage in it, Captain Bower: I
think I had better refresh your memory as to how two came 6o volunteer. The evenibg we found
Bennett White's body, on parade Major 8t. John asked for a volunteer to carry despatches to
Tauranga. I immediately rode to the front and vcluuteered, provided I bad a frooper, when
Trooper McDonald volunteered. The rivers were in flood at the season of year, and those we did
not swim had to head until we got a ford. The risks, as you were aware, were great upon all sides.”
I ask you to say whether you remember being in Opotiki when the news of Bennett White's
murder reached there ?-—My. impression was that I was.

817. What is your repiy now ?—-1t is no mere hearsay evidencs that I wus there.

818. You have ceriified to a fact here, and I want to know whether vou certified to that fact
from your own knowledge or from Mr. Wrigg's suggestion ?—When I wrote Mr. Wrigg's letter I
really thought I did recollect the sircumstance, but it must seem now I did not.

319. You gave a certificate which would imply you knew personally ?--At tha time I wrote the
certificate I thought so.

820. Are there any circumstances which would lead you to say positively now, one way or the
other, that you were in Opotiki when the report of the murder came in ?—1 have had hearsay evidence
from my old brother-officers. That is the ouly thing I know. ‘

32i. Who were your brother-officers ?— Major Mair, for one.

322. Did he recall any circumstance o your icind ?—Ne¢; he referred to his own diary.

323. Is your name mentioned in his diary ?---Yes, it is.

824. As having been absent from Opotiki on the 29th June, 1867? What is your own belief :
were you there on that date ? —I reslly do not know,

825. Can you recall to mind any incident that would bring to your recollection whether you
were at Opotiki on the 28t Juoe, when the news of the murders came in?—Tc this day my im-
pression is that I was there.

826. You cannot recall any iucidevt : it is only your impression 2—That is ail.

827. Can you recall any incident like a troop parads, where & volunteer was called for to earry
despatches to Taurangs ? —Well, no, not now. '

328. Did you last year ?—Oh, yes, I did last year.

329. You recollected the event last ysar, and have forgotten it this year ?—1It is curious to
explain, but that is the impression left cn my mind. '

830. In July last year you thought you recollected it, but now you are not so sure ?—No.

331. Had you yourself gone over this rcad ?--Yes, hundreds of times.

832. You knew generally the state of the district in June, 1867 ?—VYes.

333. Where was the danger in June, 1867 ?—Between Opotiki and Ohiwa.
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