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1. The Commissioner.] You get no interim holidays at all’—No; we have the option of taking
our holidays every year or of taking them all togethier every three years—thirty-six days. In the
Prisous Department I understand they get fifteen days a year, and, in addition, they get ten days
public lolidays and every other Sunday off and every other Saturday afternoon, making about
vighty-odd days a year, as against our twelve. In some cases we get a Sunday off, which means
ene holiday a year. I work 365 days a vear, except the annual holiday leave. We suggest that
the annual leave for all classes of the police should be increased by two or three days, which would
give great satisfaction.

2. Have you made any iuquiries as to the treatment of the staff in mental hospitals?—No. In
regard to passes on the raillways, we do not think we are treated liberally enough.

Phe Commaissioner: 1 understand the Minister for Railways has declined to grant any con-
cessions, and it is a matter for his discretion. The only possible way by which passes could be
obtained would be by the Police Department paying for them, which is a big order.

Mr. Dinnie: 1 applied specially for them, and the reply was that the Department could not
see their way to grant them. -

Witness: 1 should like to say this: Owing to the fact that we can seldom get our annual holi-
days during public holidays we are unable to take advantage of cheap fares, and passes would be
a great consideration. Railway men get passes for themselves and families at any time of the
year. Then, again, when we are on annual leave we are liable to be called on for duty at any time.

3. The Commissioner.] Your holidays are granted subject to the requirements of the Depart-
ment I—VYes. The Inspector in charge of a district may find, although your holidays are granted
by the Department, that it is inconvenient for you to have them at the time. I think we should
be granted a free pass when on annual leave, or, indeed, at any time of the year when we might
want to go for a day.

4. When away on duty you get a pass?—Yes. The next question is that of promotion. 1
have no grievance in this respect, but I wish to say, on behalf of the meeting, that one or two
promotions that have been made of young men in the service have given great dissatisfaction among
the junior members of the Force. I am prepared to give one or two instances, and there are
others, I understand, who will have something to say about it. One case is that of a young man
who was promoted to the district clerk’s office. There are men, I have reason to believe, who had
scen as much service, if they were not actually superior to him, who applied and were overlooked.
Ability seems hardly considered. I am not saying anything against this man, and do not say he
is not fitted for the position, but it seems strange that some of the men who applied have passed
the police examination, whereas he has not; yet he has been promoted.

5.- By promotion you mean he gets certain additional emoluments?—VYes, such as every Sunday
and every Saturday afternoon off. His name is Lennon.

6. Has it caused general dissatisfaction throughout the Force?—Yes, among the junior mem-
bers. Another case is that where a constable was taken off the street and given a position two
months after he joined in the district clerk’s office : his name is Chalmers.

7. Was he exceptionally well qualified?—He is a particular friend of mine, and I have an
idea as to his ability : he is just an average man, and has not passed the police examination. I
do not say he could not if he went in for it. Any number of men could if they went in for it,
but they do not bother about it.

8. Is there anything underlying that?—I do not know that there is, but there are many who
may be fairly educated and yet be unable to pass the examination, because there are a certain
number of catchy questions in it. I will not say that many appointments are not made in the
best interests of the Department, but I wish to bring under your notice the fact that promotions
have been the means of causing dissatisfaction amongst the junior members of the Force.

9. You contend that men of longer service and of equal qualifications should have the prefer-
ence —Quite so; if a man is sensitive it only needs a case or two like this—(if the Department do
not consider it promotion the men do)—if this sort of thing goes on the young men will get dis-
heartened and will leave the service. 1 cannot give any cases where they have done so, but 1 am
sure they will. Tf I saw one or two cases where a man with no wore ability than myself was
promoted to a rank I had applied for while I was overlooked it would cause me to leave the service,
because 1 should consider I had no ,chance. I have no reason personally to complain at all. T
applied for promotion eighteen months ago, and have no reason to believe I have been overlooked.

10. You applied for promotion as what?—As acting-detective. 1 have reason to believe I shall
get it when my turn comes. Although I quote these cases it is not because I envied the men at all.

11. Mr. Dinnie.] As vegards present pay and allowances, you do not mention what are the
men’s prospects : how long are they in the service before being entitled to a station, provided
their conduct and qualifications are satisfactoryf—-From what I understand, from four to six
years,

’ 12. And then their position is pretty good$—I understand so. )

13. Free rent, a good house, and other. emoluments outside their duties in many places?—I
have that to learn yet.

14. You get an occasional Sunday off in addition to your twelve days?—I have never got one
off for three years. ‘

15. How many men are there with you?—Five and a sergeant. .

16. Tf it is the practice, you should come in with the rest?——I believe there must be some
reason why it is not granted ; these men may never have applied for it; I never asked for it. If

. T applied, I have every reason to believe the Inspector would grant it.

17. Do you know the qualifications of Lennon %—Not personally.

18. Do you know the qualifications of the other man you refer to?—Yes; I went through the
depot with him. :
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