E.—T. 2

ing bodies—having the programme of work determined very strictly by the statutes
of the University, and the examination-tests of the bulk of their work conducted
by examiners in Great Britain—possess very little real freedom in teaching, and
very little power to direct or modify the character of the work of their students.

The beginning of research-work is provided for in the conditions attached to
certain of the higher degrees; but so far not much has been done to encourage ad-
vanced research ; probably the conditions have not been altogether favourable to it.

In two of the University colleges, the lectures are delivered mainly, but not
entirely, in the evening ; in the other two most of this work is done during the day ;
so that in the former institutions the students are at liberty to follow other occupa-
tions, and a large proportion of them actually do so. While this fact no doubt
increases the number of students, its tendency 1s to bring down the standard of the
work accomplished ; as far as the holders of University scholarships are concerned,
a recent decision of the Senate will render this impossible in future. The raising
of the standard of matriculation, and the acceptance of evidence of the satisfactory
completion of a four-years secondary course as a qualification for admission to the
University would also make it easier for the colleges to raise their standard of work.
At the present time proposals in reference to the modification of the course for the
ordinary degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science are under consideration,
having been referred to the University colleges for report and suggestions. In regard
to the preparation of students for professions, the University and the several colleges
have done valuable work, and through their means many of the lawyers, doctors,
and teachers of the Dominion have received the greater part of their training.
The affairs of the University are controlled by the Senate, which under *“ The New
Zealand University Amendment Act, 1902,” consists of twenty-four members or
Fellows—four elected by the Governor in Council ; eight by the governing bodies
of the four affiliated institutions, two by each; four, one each, elected by the Pro-
fessorial Boards; and eight, two each, elected by the four District Courts of Con-
vocation, consisting of the graduates belonging to the several University districts.
The revenue of the University is derived mainly from the statutory grant of £3,000
per annum, examination and diploma fees, and from interest upon sums invested
—the savings of past years. By the decision of the Senate, half the amount of the
statutory grant is allocated each year to the Scholarship Fund, and, as the income
of that fund is never fully expended in any year, the result has been the building-
up of a reserve putting the scholarship scheme of the University on a sound basis.

The chief items of income and expenditure of the University of New Zealand
for 1908 are shown below: —

Income. Ezpenditure.

Balances— £ ‘ £
- General Account .. .. .. .. 3,230 | Scholarships .. .. .. .. 1,970
Seholarship Account .. .. .. 21,729 | Examinations . .. .. .. 4,680
Statutory grant .. .. . .. 3,000 ‘ Office salaries . .. .. .. 1,054
Fees .. .. .. .. 5,880 | Expenses of Senate meetings .. .. 370
Interest .. .. .. .. .. 954 ' Miscellaneous .. .. .. .. 774
Misce}laneous .. .. .. .. 93 j Balances .. .. .. .. .. 26,038
£34,886 £34,886

The special scholarship and prize funds due to private donors are not included
above. It will be seen that, apart from the Scholarship Fund the balance available
for general purposes was £3,852, against which the chief liabilities were £1,318, the
estimated amount due to the English examiners for the degree examinations of
November, 1908, and the expenses of administration.

The institutions for higher education in the Dominion consist of the four affili-
ated institutions (or University colleges), and six professional schools. The four
affiliated institutions are the University of Otago, Canterbury College, Auckland
University College, and Victoria College ; the professional schools are the Medical
and Dental Schools of the University of Otago ; the Canterbury Agricultural College,
Lincoln, recognised as a school of agriculture ; the School of Engineering (mechanical,
electrical, and civil) at Canterbury College ; the Schools of Mining and Metallurgical
Engineering at the Otago University and at the Auckland University College.

The four training colleges for teachers, although not affiliated with the
University, and having only a slight and indirect connection with it, may also be
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