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these special cases will receive the individual treatment that their abnormal tendencies
call for ; and it is hoped gradually to evolve methods which, while kindly, and recog-
nising moral infirmities, will go in the direction of making the inmates regard them-
selves as clearly responsible for their actions, and of teaching them that upon their
efforts to improve themselves their opportunities of promotion to a higher grade
will depend. Any course that would lead to their regarding themselves as
““ patients ” whose sickness was beyond their own power to heal would be fatal to
reform.

As the law stands at present, control of industrial-school inmates may be retained
until they arrive at twenty-one years of age. In the great majority of cases it 18
found unnecessary to exercise supervision for so long, but unfortunately there are a
few who even at that age are quite unfit to take their place in society with any reason-
able hope of their succeeding in life or, in some cases, of their refraining from com-
mitting crime. The problem of providing effectively and humanely for such cases
is one of great difficulty ; but. in view of the far-reaching consequences of their going
into the world without restraint, as at present, it is necessary to attempt to find
some practical means of dealing with them. Therefore it is suggested that a Magis-
trate, on the application of the Manager of the school in which such an inmate is
detained, should be empowered, after the appointment of counsel for the inmate at
the expense of the Crown, to hear evidence, and, on being satisfied that the case
is not one to which the ordinary provisions as to termination of control at twenty-
one years should apply, to make an order extending the period of detention to twenty-
five years of age; and, if necessary at the termination of that period, a further exten-
sion could be obtained by similar procedure. The power of the Governor to dis-
charge an inmate at any time, and of the Minister to place him out from the school
on probation, should apply in the same way as in the case of an ordinary inmate of
an industrial school who 1s under twenty-one years.

During 1908 the numbers under the control of all the industrial schools rose from
2,151 to 2,263. Of the latter number, 420 were in residence at Government schools,
and 372 in the private (Roman Catholic) schools. The remaining 1,471 were non-
resident, 731 being boarded out with foster-parents, and 740 being at service, with
friends on probation, &c.
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Number of children on the books at the end of the year whose maintenance

was a charge against the public funds .. .. . .. 1,557
Increase on the total for the preceding year .. .. . . 116
Boarded out from Government schools .. .. .. . 718
Boarded out from private schools - .- .. .- . 7

Number resident at schools .. .. .. .. .. 792
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