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80. Is there anythin% you wish to add generally —1I just wish to testify as to the respeet 1
feel for Mrs. Branting. 1t has been growing every day since I came here.

81. Are you the sole Officiul Visitor %~—No; there are three.

82. You are probably here more than any one else %—Yes.

83. Is that on account of the extra interest you take in the institution—Yes. 1 took a great
Interest in the girls from the first. '

84. Were your duties ever defined %—No.

85. What is implied by the term ‘ Official Visitor >’ &—1 take it we are supposed to make a
surprige visit two or three times a year, and go through the Home inside and outside—a sort of
general inspection.

Mary Sumira examined on oath.

L. Mr. Bussell.] You are wife of Mr. Smith, Town Clerk, Christchurch ~-Yes.

2. You are an Official Visitor to this Home?—Yes, since 1902. 1 was one of the first three
Official Visitors appointed. ‘

3. How often have you been here each year?—When I took up the position I un#érstosd it
wal hecessaly to make an official visit three or four times a year, but that if there was oeceasion to
go down oftener I was perfectly willing to do so.

4. As a matter of fact, how often have you been herel—Very seldom less thaii three times 2
year officially, and 1 have often been Lere unoflicially.

5. Have you mixed much with the girls—Yes, both duriag their work and play.

6. Had they opportunities to make coniplaints to you if they wanted to do so?—Yes; in fact,
on one occasion one or two had been ruther troublesome, and had been complainihg, and 1 went
into the room dnd asked them what they had to complain about. I asked them to tell ine what the
trouble was, but they simply laughed. There were about a dozen present, and they said it was all
nonsense.

7. Have they ever complained to you }—Never. ,

8. Generally, do you find the girls apparently happy ?—Yes, decidedly so. 1 have never seeh
them depressed.

9. The whole demeanour of the girls has been ¢onsistent with happiness ?—I should say so.

10. Do you think there is any legitithate cause for complaint so far as the work, food, and
general treatment of the girls are concerned ~—So far as I van judge, certainly not.

11. Do you think they are overworked {—Certainly not.

12. And they keep in good condition, as though they had food enpugh ?—-Most decidedly.

13. Do you think they get time enough for play and recreation?— Yes, and more than they
would get if out at service. y .

14. Putting aside the question of pufiishment, have you any suggestion to make for the
improvement of the Home of the betterment of the children 7—Not under existing circumstances,
but I may say that as Official Visitor I have urged on the Department the need for better classifi-
cation. :

15. Do you cousider from your visits here that there is an upward movement dmongst the
girls %—Yes, I do. :

16. Do you keep in touch with any of the girls after they go out from the Home{—I have with
one or two. On one occasion there was a girl in the punishment cell, and I remained behind and
had atalk with her. I think I influenced her a little. I asked her if she considered her punish-
metit wag deserved, and she said, ‘“ Yes, she did.”” That girl weht to service afterwards; and has
given very good results. She has greatly improved, and has given every satisfaction as a servant.
I would like to say, further, that when the letters appeared in the newspapers the Official Visitors
wrote to the Department urging that an inquiry should be held; as we considered it was only fair
both to the staff and the children, and to satisfy the public, that the complaints should be seen into.
We considered there was nothing whatever to hide.

. Sarin Jane McKer examined on oath.

1. M#. Russell.] You are a widow, living ifi Christchurch, dnd 1 think you einploy the girl
Z-— MeG———, who lived here?—7Yes. B

9. When she first came to you, did she speak well or ill of the Matron and the Home I—Very
well indeed. » ) )

3. And, lately, has any change ¢6me over her ?—Yes, a véry great cliange lately.

4. In what Way *—Before this inquiry began she told me the Matron was very kind to them;
and tycked thern in bed at night. We hdd some honey one day, and she sdid, *“ Oh; we have
plenty of heney at the Homie.””  Another day she said on the subject of fruit, ‘“ Oh; we have lots
of friit at the Home.”” On another day, when tennis and croquet were being played at my place,
she said, ‘“ We have croguet and tennis at the Home too.”” 1 asked her if she played; and she
gaid, < Oh, yes.”” I asked her if Mrs. Branting would sell fowls, and she said they were all wanted
at the Home, and added, ‘“ We often get fowls and ducks.”” She always came to the Home ofi
the Thursdays, and after one visit she told me she had given evidence, and then I understood fromi
the papers she liad given her evidence not in the way I expected. I said, ** Z———, you told me
Mrs. Branting was very good to you,”” and she replied, *‘ But she never liked mie.”” T askéd hey
how Mys. Brarting showed her she did not like her, but she did hot answer me. As to the girl’s
training, personally she is very clean and very obliging, and ddes any work she is asked to doj
indeed, one day when I saw her going with an axe to chop some wood, T told her not t6 do it a¢
she might injure herself, but she said she like doing it. ‘

5. You know of no reason why she should suddeiily havé changed and given the evideride she
did?%-—No; 1 did not know whethér she was insiticete to begih with or had ehahged her mind
later on.

6. You were very much surprised when the girl gave evidence contrary to what you expected?-
—We were all very surprised.




	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables

