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The programme followed in the upper departments of district high schools
embraces generally a secondary course in English, mathematics (including arith-
metic), and science. Where possible, handwork is also included, and in many
cases Latin, French, geography, and history are taken up by a greater or less
proportion of the pupils. With few exceptions—the secondary departments
attached to the training colleges for teachers in the four chief centres, two other
schools in Wellington, one in Christchurch, and one in Wanganui—the schools
are really rural schools, situated in the smaller boroughs or in townships with-
out any of the features of urban environment, and it is to be hoped that as oppor-
tunities occur every effort will be made to adapt the course of study accord-
‘ingly. In many cases steps in this direction have already been taken, and with
the introduction of more teachers on the staff of these schools who have been
trained on modern lines a further extension of the work in the direction of
agricultural science for agricultural districts, chemistry, or geology and allied
knowledge for mining centres, and some branch of handwork to cultivate manual
dexterity in all, could be profitably undertaken.

The difficulty at present experienced of finding suitable teachers who will
be content to remain long enough in such a position is undoubtedly great; but
that so many are secured well equipped in point of attainment for the work
they have to do is already a ground for much gratification. Exclusive of the
principals of the schools, some thirty of whom possess University degrees, 64
of those employed are graduates, several holding degrees in both arts and
science, 20 have a Class C certificate, and 9 a certificate of Class D, out of a
total number of 101.
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SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

The reports furnished by the governing bodies of secondary schools, and
detailed information of the scholarships and free places held in these schools,
together with a full statement of the staff, salaries, and attendances 1n connec-
tion with the upper departments of district high schools, are contained in a
separate paper (K.-12). The following table (L1) gives the customary infor-
mation of the attendance at the schools and the staff employed, and some pro-
portionate calculations in this connection will also be found in E.—-12.

The total number of pupils on the rolls of secondary schools in the last

term or quarter of the year was 2,528 boys and 1,668 girls, as against 2,528
hoys and 1,742 girls at the end of 1906.
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