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The first number was issued in May, 1907. As the long recess falls in
midsummer, there are no issues in December and January, but the November
number is considerably enlarged to provide reading matter till the schools close.

Schools are supplied with sufficient copies to provide for every child on the
rolls of the various classes one copy of the appropriate part of the Journal,
Part I, 11, or 111, as the case may be. Including purchases, the present distri-
bution is : Parti, 37,806 copies; Part 11, 37,502; Part 111, 30,128.

The earlier issues were not illustrated, but as time went on the necessity
for illustrations became more and more felt. Accordingly, early this year,
the Department began to insert frequent illustrations wherever the occasion
warranted. In addition to those contained in the School Journal, pictures and
prints illustrating history, geography, nature-study, &c, are being issued
separately on cards. Up to the present a set of historical pictures, twenty
prints of native plants, and eight prints illustrating New Zealand geography
have been supplied to public, Native, and special schools, and, with the exception
of the historical pictures, of which a sufficient supply was not available, to
public secondary schools.

Military and Physical Drill : Public School Cadets.
The Education Act provides that " in public schools provision shall be made

for the instruction in military drill of all boys"; and it is declared to be the
duty of the Board in each district " to cause physical drill to be taught to all
boys and girls over the age of eight years attending the public schools in the
district." The number of children returned as receiving instruction in drill in
the public schools of the Dominion at the end of the year was 137,404. The term
" drill" here must be taken to include physical and disciplinary exercises.

There were on the 31st March, 1908, 185 cadet companies, 111 detachments,
and 14 sections, with a total strength of 15,183 members, equipped with the
" model rifles " (dummies) which have been imported by the Department for pur-
poses of drill, and with a percentage of miniature Martini-Henry rifles for
target practice. Details of the number of cadet companies in the several dis-
tricts are given in E.-Id. The number of battalions formed was 31.

At the end of the year the companies in the North and South Islands re-
spectively, exclusive of those attached to District High Schools, competed for
two challenge shields presented by the Government. The conditions were that
each competing squad should consist of ten cadets, all belonging to the same
company or detachment; each company to have seven shots at 100 yards (stand-
ing), 150 yards (kneeling), and 200 yards (lying), the local range being used in
each case. The North Island shield was won by the Dannevirke North No. 1
Company (Hawke's Bay), with a score of 752 out of a possible 840; the South
Island shield was won by the Oamaru North Company (Otago) with a score
of 705. Details of the scores of the first six companies in each Island are given
in Table I, E.-Id. This table also contains the results of the competitions for
the valuable prizes presented by the Weekly Press Company (Christchurch)
and the Colonial Ammunition Company (Auckland).

During the summer of 1907-8 five camps were held, eight battalions, with
a total strength of all ranks of 1,947, being represented. A capitation allow-
ance of 3s. 6d. per head is provided by the Department towards the expenses ofthese camps, together with the loan of necessary equipment.

For the encouragement of rifle practice by the cadet companies in the Auck-land Education District Mr. Henry Brett, proprietor of the Evening Star, Auck-land, very generously presented the Department with a silver shield and medals.The Thames Battalion was presented by private benefactors with a belt, medals,and stars for competition by the cadets. As mentioned in previous reports'other districts have also received valuable prizes for local competition.
The expenditure for the year 1907 was £9,779 13s. Id., made up as fol-lows :—
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