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CRITICISMS AND SUGGESTIONS.

CRITICISMS AND SUGGESTIONS MADE BY THE EXAMINERS IN CIVIL SERVICE, D AND
C CERTIFICATE EXAMINATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1907.

English.
■• There was extreme carelessness in the setting out."
" There was too much introduction of irrelevant matter."
" The literary period was not well done."
" Analysis was the only subject well done."
" There was astonishing ignorance of a large number of ordinary words."
" The composition was good, but decidedly dull."
" The comprehension of literary English was the least satisfactorily answered."
" Very few candidates exhibited ability to translate English with precision into simpler lan-

guage."
" The majority of candidates do not yet know how to handle the paragraph. Some make the

whole essay one paragraph, while quite a number made each sentence a paragraph."
" A few candidates made the examiner's work heavier by excessively sloped or unduly large

writing, or by unnecessary flourishes at the beginning of words."
" One of the most striking faults noticeable in the great majority was extreme verbosity; this

led to hurried writing which, in some cases, was almost—or quite—illegible."
" As regards the correction of common errors of spoken and written language, there was a very

marked tendency to find fault with what was already correct."
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