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Subject.

Reports that his Ministers agree in principle
to the institution of the contemplated
Joint Commission.

Reports that Ministers have no objection
to the Conference being held in 1907
instead of 1606.

Reports that Ministers agree to the post-.
ponement of the next Conference until
1907.

Encloses copy of a minute from Ministers
stating that they are desirous that the
Conference should meet in 1206, due
consideration being given to the wishes
and necessities of the various Govern-
ments in regard to the actual date of
assembly.

Reports that his Government have no ob-
jection to postponement until 1907.

Reports opinion of Ministers that it would
be advisable to postpone the meeting of
the Conference till 1907.

Reports that Ministers see no objection to
postponement of the Conference uhtil
1907, but would prefer that it should
be held at an ecarly date in that year.

Proposes that Conference should meet early
in Mazxch, 1907.

Confirms No. 8: requests to be furnished
with a statement of any subjects which
the colonial Governments desire should
be discussed. '

Inquires whether proposals concerning fiscal
matters and preferential trade throughout
the Empire will be admitted.

States that any proposals on fiscal matters
which his Prime Minister may wish to
bring forward will be submitted to the
Conference.

Informs them that 15th April, 1907, has
been fixed as the date most acceptable
to the colonial Premiers, and invites
them to attend on that day.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

No. 1.
NEWFOUNDLAND.
Covernor Sir Wu. MAcGrecor to Mr. LyrTELTON.
(Received December, 2, 1905.)

SIR,— Government House, St. John’s, November 18, 1905.
With reference to your despateh of 16th October, I have the honour to inform you that my

Ministers agree in principle to the institution of the contemplated Joint Commission.
I have, &e.,
- Wum. MacGREGOR.

No. 2.
CANADA.
Governor-General EArRL GrEY to Mr. LyrTeLTON.

(Received 7.50 p.m., Decerber 5, 1905.)

(Telegrarm.) ‘
REFERRING to your telegram of 29th November, Responsible Ministers have no objection to Colonial

Conference being lLeld in 1907 instead of 1906.

No. 3.
Narar,
Governor Sir H. E. McCanrum to the Earn or Encin.
(Received 11 a.m., December 22, 1905.)

(Telegram.)
DrcrMBER 22.—No. 1.—Referring to your telegrawm, 29th November, Ministers are agreeable to

postponement of next Colonial Conference until 1907.

No. 4.
, Cars CoLONY.
Governor Sir W. F. Herey-HurcHinson to Mr. LYTTELTON.
(Received December 23, 1905.)

Sir,— ' Government House, Cape Town, December 6, 1905.
1 have the honour to transmit to you the document specified in the annexed schedule.

: I have, &c.,
WarreEr HeLY-HUuTCHINSON

Daite. Deseription of Document.

6th December, 1905 .. | Minute from Ministers: Date of meeting of the
next Colonial Conference.

Enclosure in No. 4.
MinisTERS t0 GOVERNOR.

(Minute.) Prime Minister’s Office, Cape Town, December 6, 1905.
In acknowledging the receipt of His Excellency the Governor’s minute of the 30th ultimo, trans-
mitting a copy of a telegram from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
dated the 29th idem, relative to the date of meeting of the next Colonial Conference, Ministers have
the honour to state in reply that they are desirous that the Conference should meet in the year 1906,
due consideration being given, however, to the wishes and necessities of the various colonial Govern-
ments in regard to the actual date of assembly. ‘T. W. SMARTT.

No. 5.
AUSTRALIA.
Governor-General Lorp NorTHCOTE to the EArL or Ewrciv.
(Received 7.50 a.m., December 23, 1905.)

(Telegram.) )
REFERRING to your telegram of 29th November, Colonial Conference, Government have no objection

to postponement, 1907.
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No. 6.
NewrounpLAND.
Governor Sir Wu. MAcGREGOR to Mr. LyrTeLTON.
(Received December 28, 1905.)

StR,— Government House, St. John’s, December 8, 1905,

With reference to your telegrain of the 29th November, I have the honour to inform you
that my Ministers are of opinion that it would be advisable to postpone the meeting of the Colonial
Conference till 1907. I have, &e.,

WM. MacGREGOR.

No. 7.
NEw Zpavanp,
Governor Lorp PLUNKET to the ErL or ELqry.
(Received 7.40 a.m., January 26, 1906.)
(Telegram.) .
ForLowine telegram received from Premier: *f Begins : Government of New Zealand see no objec-

tion to postponement of Imperial Conference of Prime Ministers until 1907, but would prefer that it
should be held at an early date in that year.”’

No. 8.
The Earr or ELCIN to the GOVERNORS oF SELF-GOVERNING COLONIES.
(Sent February 19, 1906.)

(Telegram.)
REFERRING to my predecessor’s telegram of 29th November, and to your reply, His Majesty’s Go-
vernment propose that Colonial Conference should meet early in March, 1907, as it seems impossible
to arrange a meeting conveniently this year. I shall be glad to learn that this date will suit your
Prime Minister. ' :

Despaitch follows by mail.

No. 9.

The Eann or Evain to the Governons op SELF-GOVERNING (OLONIES
My Lonp,— '
Sir,— ‘ : Downing Street, February 22, 1906,

‘ My predecessor, in his telegram of the 29th of November last, suggested that it might be
advisable to postpone the Colonial Conference until the year 1907, since it was not possible for the
Prime Ministers of the Australian Commonwealth and of New Zealand to attend a Conference in
1906 if it was held later than in the spring, and it did not then appear to be practicable to make
preparation for a Conference by that time.

2. 1 have now the honour to enclose, for the information of your Ministers, copies of the re-
plies* received from the several colonies, from which it will be seen that while the Cape Ministers
desired that the Conference should meet this year, the other Governments agreed to postponement
until next year, and the Covernment of New Zealand expressed hope that the meeting might take
place early in the year. . :

3. I accordingly informed you, in my telegram of the 19th instant,t that His Majesty’s Go-
vernment proposed that the Conference should meet early in Marech, 1907, and added that I should
be glad to learn if that date would be convenient to your Prime Minister.

4. My predecessor communicated to your Government, in his despatch of 7th December last,
the parliamentary paper containing the correspondence with various colonial Governments arising
out of his despatch of 20th April, which dealt with certain proposals respecting the organization of
future Colonial Conferences. I do not feel myselt called upon to adopt the recommendation of
those proposals; but in view of the expressions of opinion received from the colonies I think that
it will be desirable that the scheme should be freely discussed when the Conference meets.

5. Tt will much facilitate the proceedings of the Conference, by enabling full preparation to be
made beforehand, if your Government will comrmuuicate to me, so as to reach me not later than
the lst of September next, a statement as to any subjects which they desire to be discussed, and as '
to any resolutions which they wish to submit to the Conference.

6. I will address you in due course as regards the subjects which His M
may wish to bring before the Conference.

7. His Majesty’s Government feel every confidence that the next Conference, like those which
have preceded it, it will help to increase the good understanding and cordial feeling which exist be-
tween the Governments of the various self-governing communities of the Empire.

ajesty’s Government

I have, &e.,
Evarw.

.

* Nos. 1 to 7. + No. 8. 1 Not printed.
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No. 10.
New ZEALAND.

Governor Lorp PLUNEET to the EArL or Erein.

(Received 7.50 a.m., April 27, 1906.)

(Telegram.) , .
CovoNiAL Conference: My Responsible Advisers, whilst aware that Governments of self-governing
colonies will be invited to submit proposals for consideration at Conference, would be glad to know
whether proposals concerning fiscal matters and preferential trade throughout Empire will be ad-

mitted.

No. 11.
NEW ZEALAND.
The Eanr or Ercix to Governor Lorp PLUNKET.

(Sent May 12, 1906.)
(Telegram.)
REFERRING to your telegram of 27th April,* any proposals regarding fiscal matters which your
Prime Minister may wish to bring forward will be submitted to Conference, in accordance with my
despatch of 22nd February.t

No. 12.

The EarL oF ELGIN to the GOVERNORS OF SELF-GOVERNING CoLoNTES.

(Sent 2.45 p.m., May 12, 1906.)
(Telegram.)

REFERRING to my dexpatch, 22nd February,t I have now ascertained by communication with all the
- colonies concerned that the date for Colonial Conference most acceptable to all Premiers, having

regard to the varying conditions involved in the meeting of their Legislatures, will be April 15th

next, in place of the previous suggestion of a date early in March. I have therefore much pleasure,

on behalf of His Majesty’s Government, in inviting your Prime Minister to attend the Conference

on 15th April.

* No. 10. + No. 9.
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